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Raffaele Sollecito, right, leaves Italy’s highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Italy’s highest court overturned the murder conviction against Amanda 
Knox and her ex-boyfriend Sollecito Friday, bringing to a definitive end the high-profile case that captivated people on both sides of the Atlantic. 

(AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca ) 


Knox Conviction Overturned By Italy High Court 


COLLEEN BARRY 
FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italy's high¬ 
est court overturned the 
murder conviction against 
Amanda Knox and her 
ex-boyfriend Friday over 
the 2007 slaying of Knox's 
roommate, bringing to a 


definitive end the high-pro¬ 
file case that captivated 
trial-watchers on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 

“Finished!” Knox’s lawyer 
Carlo Dalla Vedova ex¬ 
ulted after the decision 
was read out late Friday. 
“It couldn’t be better than 
this.” 


In a rare decision, the su¬ 
preme Court of Cassafion 
overturned last year's con¬ 
victions by a Florence ap¬ 
peals court, and declined 
to order another trial. 

The decision means the 
judges, after thoroughly 
examining the case, con¬ 
cluded that a conviction 


could not be supported by 
the evidence. 

Experts have said such a 
complete exoneration is 
unusual for the high court, 
which could have upheld 
the conviction or ordered 
a new trial as it did in 2011 
when the case first came 
up to the Cassation’s re¬ 


view on appeal. 

The justices’ reasoning will 
be released within 90 days. 
The decision ends the long 
legal battle waged by Knox 
and Italian co-defendant 
Raffaele Sollecito. 


Continued on page 3 
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Co-pilot appeared healthy, but may have hidden illness 



In this 2009 photo, Andreas Lubitz competes at the Airportrun in Hamburg, northern Germany. 
Germanwings co-pilot Andreas Lubitz appears to have hidden evidence of an illness from his 
employers, including having been excused by a doctor from work the day he crashed a pas¬ 
senger plane into a mountain, prosecutors said Friday, March 27, 2015. The evidence came from 
the search of Lubitz’s homes in two German cities for an explanation of why he crashed the Airbus 
A320 into the French Alps, killing all 150 people on board. 

(AP Photo/Michael Mueller) 


GEIR MOULSON 
DAVID McHUGH 
Associated Press 

MONTABAUR, Germany 
(AP) — Germanwings co¬ 
pilot Andreas Lubitz ap¬ 
peared happy and healthy 
to acquaintances, but a 
picture emerged Friday of 
a man who hid evidence of 
an illness from his employers 
— including a torn-up doc¬ 
tor's note that would have 
kept him off work the day 
authorities say he crashed 
Flight 9525 into an Alpine 
mountainside. 

As German prosecutors 
sought to piece together 
the puzzle of why Lubitz 
locked his captain out of 
the cockpit and crashed 
the Airbus A320, police in 


the French Alps toiled to 
retrieve the shattered re¬ 
mains of the 150 people 
killed in Tuesday’s crash. 
Searches conducted at Lu- 
bitz's homes in Duesseldorf 
and in the town of Mon- 
tabaur turned up docu¬ 
ments pointing to “an exist¬ 
ing illness and appropriate 
medical treatment,” but 
no suicide note was found, 
said Ralf Herrenbrueck, a 
spokesman for the Duessel¬ 
dorf prosecutors' office. 
They included ripped-up 
sick notes covering the 
day of the crash, which 
“support the current pre¬ 
liminary assessment that 
the deceased hid his illness 
from his employer and col¬ 
leagues,” Herrenbrueck 


said in a statement. 

Doctors commonly issue 
employees in Germany 
with such notes excusing 
them from work, even for 
minor illnesses, and workers 
hand them to their employ¬ 
ers. Doctors are obliged to 
abide by medical secrecy 
unless their patient explicitly 
tells them he or she plans to 
commit an act of violence. 
Prosecutors didn’t speci¬ 
fy what illness Lubitz may 
have been suffering from, 
or say whether it was men¬ 
tal or physical. German 
media reported Friday that 
the 27-year-old had suf¬ 
fered from depression. 

The Duesseldorf University 
Hospital said Friday that 
Lubitz had been a patient 


there over the past two 
months and last went in for 
a “diagnostic evaluation" 
on March 10. It declined to 
provide details, citing med¬ 
ical confidentiality, but de¬ 
nied reports it had treated 
Lubitz for depression. 
Neighbors described a 
man whose physical health 
was superb and road race 
records show Lubitz took 
part in several long-dis¬ 
tance runs. 

“He definitely did not 
smoke. He really took care 
of himself. He always went 
jogging. ... He was very 
healthy,” said Johannes 
Rossmann, who lives a few 
doors from Lubitz’s home in 
Montabaur. 

People in Montabaur who 
knew Lubitz told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that he had 
been thrilled with his job at 
Germanwings and seemed 
very happy. 

On Friday, no one was 
seen coming or going from 
his family’s large slate- 
roofed two-story house in 
Montabaur as more than 
100 journalists remained 
outside. Mayor Edmund 
Schaaf appealed to the 
media to show “consider¬ 
ation.” 

“Independent of whether 
the accusations against 
the co-pilot are true or not, 
we have sympathy for his 
family,” he said. 
Germanwings said that 
both pilots on the plane 
had medical clearance, 
and it had received no 
sick note for the day of the 
crash. Medical checkups 
are done by certified doc¬ 
tors and take place once a 
year. 

A German aviation official 


told the AP that Lubitz's file 
at the country's Federal 
Aviation Office contained 
a notation that meant he 
needed “specific regu¬ 
lar medical examination.” 
Such a notation could refer 
to either a physical or men¬ 
tal condition but the offi¬ 
cial, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
release the information, 
said Lubitz's file did not 
specify which. 

German media have 
painted a picture of a man 
with a history of depression 
who had received psycho¬ 
logical treatment, and who 
may have been set off by a 
falling-out with his girlfriend. 
Duesseldorf prosecutors, 
who are leading the Ger¬ 
man side of the probe, re¬ 
fused to comment on the 
anonymously sourced re¬ 
ports. 

The U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration had issued 
Lubitz a third-class medi¬ 
cal certificate. In order to 
obtain such a certificate, 
a pilot must be cleared of 
psychological problems in¬ 
cluding psychosis, bipolar 
disorder and personality 
disorders. 

The certificate also means 
that he wasn’t found to 
be suffering from another 
mental health condition 
that “makes the person un¬ 
able to safely perform the 
duties or exercise the privi¬ 
leges” of a pilot’s license. 
Carsten Spohr, the CEO 
of Germanwings’ parent 
company, Lufthansa, has 
said there was a “sever¬ 
al-month” gap in Lubitz's 
training six years ago, but 
didn’t elaborate. □ 
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Knox conviction overturned by Italy high court 


Continued from Front 

Both Knox, who awaited 
the verdict in her home¬ 
town of Seattle, and Sol- 
lecito have long main¬ 
tained their innocence in 
the death of British student 
Meredith Kercher. 

The Kercher family attor¬ 
ney, Francesco Maresca, 
was clearly disappointed 
by the ruling. 

“I think that it's a defeat for 
the Italian justice system,” 
he said. 

Across the Atlantic, a spon¬ 
taneous shout of joy erupt¬ 
ed from inside the Seattle 
home of Knox's mother 
as the verdict was an¬ 
nounced. Several relatives 
and supporters filtered into 
the back yard, where they 
hugged and cheered. 
Dalla Vedova said he 
called Knox to tell her the 
news, but said she couldn’t 
speak through her tears. 
“She was crying because 
she was so happy,” he 
said. 


The case aroused strong in¬ 
terest in three countries for 
its explosive mix of young 
love, murder and flip-flop 
decisions by Italian courts. 
Kercher, 21, was found 
dead Nov. 2, 2007, in the 
apartment that she shared 
with Knox and two other 
students. Her throat was 
slashed and she had been 
sexually assaulted. 

Knox and Sollecito were 
arrested a few days later. 
Eventually another man, 
Rudy Guede from Ivory 
Coast, was arrested, tried 
and convicted of the mur¬ 
der in a separate trial and 
is serving a 16-year sen¬ 
tence. 

The couple maintained 
their innocence, insisting 
that they had spent the 
evening together at Sol- 
lecito's place watching a 
movie, smoking marijuana 
and making love. 

Knox and Sollecito were ini¬ 
tially convicted by a Peru¬ 
gia court in 2009, then ac¬ 
quitted and freed in 2011, 


and then convicted again 
in 2014 in Florence after the 
Cassation court overturned 
the acquittals and ordered 
a new appeals trial. 

That Florence appeals 
conviction was overturned 
Friday. Sollecito's lawyer, 
Luca Maori, called the 
young man with the good 
news from the steps of the 
courthouse. 

“You have your whole life 
ahead of you now. Rat” he 
told Sollecito. 

Telling reporters, he added: 
“He almost couldn’t speak. 
Eight years of nightmare 
over.’O 

Amanda Knox talks on a 
phone in the backyard of her 
mother’s house Friday, March 
27, 2015, in Seattle. Italy's 
highest court overturned the 
murder conviction against 
Knox and her ex-boyfriend 
Friday over the 2007 slaying 
of Knox's roommate, bringing 
to a definitive end the high- 
profile case that captivated 
trial-watchers on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

(AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 





























US Sen. Harry Reid says he won’t seek re-election 



Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid of Nev., center, speaks to reporters on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Tuesday, March 24, 2015, following a policy luncheon. Reid, the tough tactician 
who has led Senate Democrats since 2005, will not seek re-election next year. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


CARL HULSE 
© 2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Sen. Harry 
Reid, the tough tactician 
who has led Senate Dem¬ 
ocrats since 2005, will not 
seek re-election next year, 
bringing an end to a three- 
decade congressional ca¬ 
reer that culminated with 
his push of President Barack 
Obama’s ambitious agen¬ 
da against fierce Republi¬ 
can resistance. 

Reid, 75, who suffered seri¬ 
ous eye and facial injuries in 
a Jan. 1 exercise accident 
at his Las Vegas home, said 
he had been contemplat¬ 
ing retiring from the Senate 
for months. He said his de¬ 
cision was not attributable 
either to the accident or 
to his demotion to minor¬ 
ity leader after Democrats 
lost the majority in Novem¬ 


ber’s midterm elections. 

“I understand this place,” 
Reid said. “I have quite 
a bit of power as minority 
leader.” 

He has already confound¬ 
ed the new Republican 
majority this year by hold¬ 
ing Democrats united 
against a proposal to gut 
the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s immigration policies 
as well as a human-traffick¬ 
ing measure Democrats 
objected to over an anti¬ 
abortion provision. 

“I want to be able to 
go out at the top of my 
game,” said Reid, who 
used a sports metaphor 
about athletes who try to 
hang on too long. “I don't 
want to be a 42-year-old 
trying to become a desig¬ 
nated hitter." 

Reid’s tenure has become 


increasingly combative in 
recent years and included 
a procedural change on 


nominations that infuriated 
Republicans. He also came 
under fire for blocking floor 
debate, and even some of 
his Democratic colleagues 
suggested that he was sti¬ 
fling the Senate. Just this 
week, he alienated House 
Democrats who thought 
he was sabotaging a com¬ 
promise on Medicare. 

His departure at the end of 
2016 will create an open¬ 
ing both at the top of the 
Senate Democratic hierar¬ 
chy and in a Senate con¬ 
test that would have been 
a megaspending slugfest 
in the presidential battle¬ 
ground of Nevada. Con¬ 
servatives such as Charles 
G. and David H. Koch, the 
billionaire brothers who 
were a favorite target 
of Reid criticism in 2014, 
would have spared no ex¬ 
pense in trying to oust him. 
Sen. Charles E. Schumer 
of New York, who helped 
Democrats capture the 
Senate in 2006 and has led 
their political messaging 
operation, is considered 
the favorite to succeed 
Reid as party leader. Sen. 
Richard J. Durbin of Illinois, 
the Senate’s No. 2 Demo¬ 
crat, could also be a con¬ 


tender for the job, but it is 
unclear how strongly he 
would pursue it. 

In Nevada, Catherine Cor¬ 
tez Masto, the state's for¬ 
mer attorney general, is 
considered a strong Dem¬ 
ocratic candidate with 
Reid out; the Republican 
field will be fluid and is likely 
fo include Michael Rober¬ 
son, a State Senate leader. 
Reid had previously in¬ 
sisted he was running and 
said he was confident that 
he could have triumphed 
next year had he decided 
to seek a sixth term. The 
onetime amateur boxer 
noted he might not have 
even run in 2010 if Repub¬ 
licans had not made such 
a point of trying to unseat 
him. He also said he was 
worried his race would 
consume campaign mon¬ 
ey that would be needed 
in other competitive states 
as Democrats try to regain 
control of the Senate. 

“I think it is unfair for me 
to be soaking up all the 
money to be re-elected 
with what we are doing in 
Maryland, in Pennsylvania, 
in Missouri, in Florida,” he 
said. “These are big, ex¬ 
pensive states.”□ 
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Colorado woman charged under new law in mom attack 



Defense attorney Kathryn Herold speaks with the judge during the charge hearing for Dynel Lane, 
the woman accused of cutting a baby from an expectant mother's belly, at Boulder County Court 
and Jail, in Boulder, Colo., Friday, March 27, 2015. Defendant Lane was shielded from viewing by 
media and public present in the courtroom. Lane was charged Friday with attempted murder, as¬ 
sault and unlawful termination of a pregnancy. 

(AP Photo/Brennan Linsley) 


SADIE GURMAN 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — The Colo¬ 
rado woman accused of 
cutting a baby from an 


expectant mother's belly 
was charged Friday with 
attempted murder, assault 
and unlawful termination 
of a pregnancy — but not 


murder. 

The lack of the more serious 
charge for Dynel Lane, 34, 
angered activists and led 
Republican lawmakers in 


the state to vow to reopen 
a charged debate over 
the point at which a fetus 
can legally be considered 
a human being. 

The unlawful termination 
charge was filed under a 
new law intended to be a 
compromise between op¬ 
ponents and supporters of 
abortion rights. The maxi¬ 
mum punishment for the 
felony is 32 years in prison, 
whereas a person con¬ 
victed of homicide in Colo¬ 
rado could face the death 
penalty or life in prison with¬ 
out the possibility of parole. 
Boulder District Attorney 
Stan Garnett announced 
Thursday that murder 
wouldn’t be among Lane’s 
charges, saying there was 
no evidence the unborn 
baby girl lived after being 
removed from the mother. 
The autopsy found “no 
medical or physical evi¬ 
dence hale baby ever 
took a breath outside her 
mother” and that the ba¬ 
by's lungs never inflated. 


Garnett said. 

“On this point, Colorado 
law is absolutely unambig¬ 
uous,” he said at a news 
conference as protesters 
demonstrated outside the 
courthouse. 

Under Colorado law, a 
person can face a murder 
charge in the death of a 
fetus only if there is evi¬ 
dence the baby survived 
apart from its mother. 

Lane is accused of lur¬ 
ing Michelle Wilkins, 26, to 
her home with a Craigslist 
ad selling baby clothes. 
Wilkins, who was about 
eight months pregnant, sur¬ 
vived and left the hospital 
this week. 

Lane’s lawyer did not com¬ 
ment on the allegations 
against her during Friday’s 
brief hearing. 

The decision not to charge 
Lane with murder angered 
some Republican lawmak¬ 
ers in a state that has re¬ 
jected proposals to make 
the violent death of a fetus 
a homicide. □ 
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American Politics: 


Republicans, in shift, demand lockstep support for Israel 


PETER BAKER 
© 2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - When for¬ 
mer Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III accused 
Israel’s leader this week of 
undermining the chances 
of peace in the region, he 
said nothing more than the 
kinds of things he had said 
at times when he was in of¬ 
fice a quarter-century ago. 
But the instant backlash 
from fellow Republicans 
that prompted Jeb Bush, 
the son of Baker's best 
friend, to distance himself 
underscored just how much 
their party has changed on 
the issue of Israel. Where 
past Republican leaders 
had their disagreements 
with Israel, today’s Repub¬ 
licans have made support 
for the Jewish state an in¬ 
violable litmus test for any¬ 
one aspiring to national of¬ 
fice. 

“If you're a Republican and 
you hedge on your support 
on Israel, it’s viewed as hav¬ 
ing a flawed foreign policy,” 
said Ron Bonjean, a party 
strategist who has worked 
for Republican leaders in 
Congress. “It’s a require¬ 
ment for Republicans these 


days to be very strong on 
Israel if they’re going to be 
taken seriously by primary 
voters." Any deviation on 
that, he said, leads to inevi¬ 
table questions: “If you’re 
not supporting Israel, then 
who are you supporting? 
Are you supporting Iran?” 
The Republican support 
coalescing behind Israel, 
and particularly its hawk¬ 
ish prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, has been on 
display in recent weeks as 
President Barack Obama 
has neared a nuclear 
agreement with Iran that 
critics call dangerous. The 
House speaker, John A. 
Boehner, invited Netan¬ 
yahu to address Congress 
on the matter while 47 Sen¬ 
ate Republicans signed an 
open letter to Iran warning 
against making a deal with 
the president. 

The shift in the party’s at¬ 
titude toward Israel stems 
from several factors, ac¬ 
cording to Republicans - a 
greater sense of solidarity in 
the fight against Islamic ex¬ 
tremism since the attacks 
of Sept. 11,2001, increased 
support for the Jewish state 
among evangelical Chris¬ 


tians and the influence of 
wealthy donors like Shel¬ 
don Adelson, the Las Ve¬ 
gas casino magnate. And 
the more Obama feuds 
with Netanyahu, the more 


Republicans feel motivat¬ 
ed to come to the Israeli 
leader's defense. 

“It is remarkable,” said Wil¬ 
liam Kristol, editor of The 
Weekly Standard, a conser¬ 
vative magazine and one 
of the leading voices pro¬ 
moting Israel's cause in the 
United States. Netanyahu, 
who goes by the nickname 
Bibi, has become a rallying 
point for Republicans, he 
said. “Bibi would probably 
win the Republican nomi¬ 
nation if it were legal," he 
said. 

Kristol, emailing from Israel 
where he was meeting with 
Netanyahu, described the 
shift as a result of broader 
underlying trends in U.S. 
politics as the political left 
grows more “European” 
and the political right grows 
more “Reaganite.” He add¬ 
ed that “the conservative 
belief in American excep- 


tionalism is akin to Zionism." 
And he said the contrast 
between Obama's friction 
with Netanyahu and former 
President George W. Bush's 
strong support for Israel “is 


pretty dramatic.” 

Jeremy Ben-Ami, founder 
and president of J Street, 
the liberal pro-Israel ad¬ 
vocacy organization that 
hosted Baker at its con¬ 
vention in Washington this 
week, said the Republican 
Party had grown more radi¬ 
cal, leaving behind the for¬ 
mer secretary of state and 
others like Brent Scowcroft, 
who was national security 
adviser under the first Presi¬ 
dent George Bush, and Co¬ 
lin L. Powell, another former 
secretary of state. 

“These used to be the 
center of the Republican 
Party," Ben-Ami said. “I 
don't think they’ve shifted. 
They’re still saying the same 
thing. The Republican Party 
of today has moved so far 
to the right they can’t re¬ 
late to what these folks are 
saying.” 

In his speech Monday night. 


Baker said he had “been 
disappointed with the lack 
of progress toward a lasting 
peace" between Israelis 
and Palestinians and re¬ 
called that Netanyahu had 


(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 

once spoken out in favor of 
a Palestinian state as part 
of an eventual solution. 
“Since then, his actions 
have not matched his rhet¬ 
oric as settlement construc¬ 
tion has continued unabat¬ 
ed and last week, under 
intense political strain, he 
announced his opposition 
to a two-state solution,” 
Baker said. 

“Now even though he at¬ 
tempted to back away 
from his statement two 
days after, I think we would 
all agree that the short 
term prospect for such a 
solution obviously remains 
quite bleak." 

Baker added that the Unit¬ 
ed States would “never, 
never, never abandon Is¬ 
rael” and criticized what 
he called the “political 
gamesmanship” that has 
turned the issue into a po¬ 
litical football lately. Q 
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Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel is welcomed by legislators before his address, on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, March 3, 2015. Though it was not always the case, support for the 
hawkish Netanyahu has become an inviolable litmus test for any Republicans aspiring to national 
office. 
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US Financial Front: 


American manufacturers feel a chill as the dollar heats up abroad 



Mohamed Hassan assembles a round knife cutter at Eastman Machine, a manufacturer in 
Buffalo, N.Y., March 23, 2015. Customers in Europe, where the euro has fallen against the dollar, 
say they can no longer afford American goods without deep discounts. 

(Michael McElroy/The New York Times) 


NELSON D. SCHWARTZ 
© 2015 New York Times 

The dollar's sharp rise in re¬ 
cent months has left Rob¬ 
ert Stevenson and East¬ 
man Machine, his family’s 
127-year-old Buffalo, New 
York, company, feeling fhe 
heat on both sides of the 
Atlantic. Confronted with a 
steep drop in the value of 
the euro against the dollar, 
customers in Europe warn 
that they can no longer af¬ 
ford to buy Eastman’s U.S.- 
made cutting equipment 
without deep discounts. 
Buyers in America, mean¬ 
while, are demanding low¬ 
er prices from Stevenson, 
too, as European-based 
rivals take advantage of 
the suddenly stronger dol¬ 
lar, which allows them 
to reduce prices on the 
machines they export to 
the United States without 
squeezing profits. 

In both cases, Stevenson 
has been forced to com¬ 


promise, cutting prices and 
sacrificing profit margins to 
avoid losing business. 

“We are hardly making 
money, but we need to 
keep these customers and 
keep our factory going,” 
he said. “This wouldn't 
have happened a couple 
of years ago.” 

Indeed, the sharp rise of 
the dollar threatens to un¬ 
dercut one of the principal 
drivers of the recovery in 
recent years: strong export 
growth for U.S. companies. 
At the same time, it is also 
raising concerns among 
policymakers at the Feder¬ 
al Reserve. Last week, Ja¬ 
net L. Yellen, the Fed chair¬ 
woman, warned that the 
stronger dollar was likely to 
weigh on exports, produc¬ 
ing “a notable drag this 
year on the outlook.” 

On Tuesday, McCormick 
& Co., the spice produc¬ 
er, said the robust dollar 
would hurt results in the 


months ahead; other well- 
known U.S. companies like 
Tiffany and Oracle made 
similar pronouncements 
last week. More warnings 
are expected as compa¬ 
nies begin to report earn¬ 
ings for the first quarter of 


2015, which ends Tuesday. 
Although the euro has re¬ 
bounded slightly in recent 
days, with 1 euro now 
worth just under $1.10, the 
shared currency used by 
19 countries in Europe is 
down sharply from $1.25 


in December. Other cur¬ 
rencies from different parts 
of the world, including the 
British pound, the Austra¬ 
lian dollar, the Japanese 
yen and the Brazilian real, 
have followed a similar 
trajectory.Q 
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American Living: 

Migration patterns explain where Americans are moving 


Fans attend a concert during the South by Southwest festival in Austin, Texas. Austin is one of the 
fastest-growing metro areas in the country, as the pre-housing crisis pattern — fast growth in warm 
areas with affordable housing — reassert themselves. 

(Ben Sklar/The New York Times) 


NEIL IRWIN 

© 2015 New York Times 

The Villages, Florida, an 
hour northwest of Orlando, 
may be the only retirement 
community that is also the 
center of its own census- 
designated statistical area. 
It also holds another distinc¬ 
tion: In 2014, its population 
rose more quickly than that 
of any other census area 
in the United States, climb¬ 
ing 5.4 percent, compared 
with 0.7 percent for the na¬ 
tion as a whole. 

As it turns out, the rapid 
population growth in the 
Villages and other high- 
ranked places in the latest 
detailed population data 
issued by the census on 
Thursday tells a very simple, 
powerful story about where 
the U.S. population is head¬ 


ing. 

Where is the population 
growing fastest? Places 
that are warm, places that 
have ample affordable 
housing and places that 
are popular retirement des¬ 
tinations. It is an old story. 
But during the housing bust, 
local real estate conditions 
varied so much that this ba¬ 
sic pattern broke down, as 
people responded to col¬ 
lapsing home prices above 
all. In 2014, the old pattern 
reasserted itself. 

Besides the Villages, the 
top places for population 
gains last year included 
the metro areas centered 
in Myrtle Beach, South Car¬ 
olina, Austin, Texas, and 
Fort Myers, Florida. Some 
of the metro areas with the 
lowest numbers - in these 


cases outright contraction 
of population - included 
Elmira, New York, Danville, 
Illinois, and Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania. 

In other words, old, estab¬ 
lished Northeastern and 
Midwestern cities lost pop¬ 
ulation or barely held even, 
while Sun Belt places with 
affordable housing added 
them, which has been the 
dominant story in U.S. de¬ 
mographic change for de¬ 
cades now. 

Consider this: If you know 
how quickly a place add¬ 
ed population from 1980 to 
2000, you can predict with 
pretty good confidence 
how quickly its population 
grew in 2014. The correla¬ 
tion between those two 
numbers was a whopping 
0.82 (if they correlated per¬ 
fectly, that number would 
be 1), according to calcu¬ 
lations by Jed Kolko, the 
chief economist of Trulia. 
“What’s striking is how high 
that correlation is despite 
all of the effects of the 


housing market and migra¬ 
tion that the housing bub¬ 
ble and bust had,” Kolko 
said. 

By contrast, in 2009, when 
the housing bust was un¬ 
derway, the correlation 
was only 0.56. Knowing a 
region’s population trend 
at the end of the 20th cen¬ 
tury told you something 
about how it was doing in 
2009, just not much com¬ 
pared with 2014, when 
more of the effects of the 
housing bust had worked 
their way through. 

What is interesting about 
seeing the pre-housing 
crisis trend reassert itself is 
that it seems to be rooted 
in broad shift in how Ameri¬ 
cans want to live. A close 
look at the data shows that 
a warm climate and af¬ 
fordability indeed seem to 
be the common threads in 
most of the places grow¬ 
ing quickly, particularly be¬ 
cause of migration within 
the United States. 

Last year, for example. 


places where the average 
January high tempera¬ 
ture was over 60 degrees 
added population at more 
than six times the rate of 
places where the average 
January high was below 35 
degrees. 

The relationship between 
home prices and domes¬ 
tic migration exists but is 
less strong, according to 
Kolko’s analysis, with a 
negative 25 percent cor¬ 
relation between a met¬ 
ro area's median home 
price per square foot and 
its population change as 
a result of people moving 
within the United States. In 
other words, places that 
are more expensive have 
weaker population growth, 
though with quite a few 
places that break the 
trend. 

In effect, he found, two big 
trends support this basic 
idea of cheaper housing 
leads to more population, 
while one worked against 
it.a 
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Shiite militias in Iraq back off boycott over US strikes on ISIS 


ROD NORDLAND 
OMAR AL-JAWOSHY 
© 2015 New York Times 
BAGHDAD - A day after 
several Shiite militias quit 
the offensive against the 
Islamic State in protest 
against U.S. airstrikes, se¬ 
nior Iraqi leaders made 
assurances Friday that the 
militiamen would adhere 
to government command 
and cooperate with the 
U.S. role. 

Buoyed by a message of 
support from Iraq’s power¬ 
ful Shiite religious leader. 
Grand Ayatollah Ali al- 
Husseini al-Sistani, a spokes¬ 
man for Prime Minister Haid¬ 
er al-Abadi pointedly an¬ 
nounced that the popular 
mobilization committees, 
as the militias are called, 
would cooperate with the 
U.S. role in the battle to re¬ 
capture Tikrit from militants. 
“Everything was explained 
to the popular mobilization 
committees, so the deci¬ 
sion to seek the assistance 
of the coalition was ex¬ 
plained to them, and the 
prime minister’s instructions 
were clear," said Rafid Ja- 
bouri, a spokesman for 
al-Abadi. “The prime min¬ 
ister is the commander in 
chief of the armed forces, 
and the popular mobiliza¬ 
tion committees should 
be operating under the 
commander in chief, in full 
cooperation with the Iraqi 
armed forces.” 

That message seemed to 
be quickly picked up on the 
ground in Salahuddin prov¬ 
ince, around Tikrit. Even an 
alleged friendly fire epi¬ 
sode in which a U.S. airstrike 
reportedly killed at least 
three federal policemen 
and killed and wounded 
an undetermined number 
of militiamen late Thursday 
did not arouse much of a 
reaction. 

The supposed airstrike ca¬ 
sualties were reported by 
the Salahuddin Operations 


Command, a joint head¬ 
quarters in charge of the 
fight for Tikrit. But on Friday, 
Asaib Ahl al-Haq, the militia 
that was reportedly hit at its 
posts at the Tikrit university 
campus, denied that it had 
lost any men from a U.S. air¬ 
strike. 

Asked to discuss the inci¬ 
dent, an Asaib Ahl al-Haq 
official in the area said 
only, “These are sensitive 
issues, and I cannot com¬ 
ment.” Only a day earlier, 
the militia’s leaders were 
loudly complaining that 
the Americans would likely 
target them on purpose or 
by accident. 

Asaib Ahl al-Haq was one 
of four important Shiite mi¬ 
litias that announced Thurs¬ 
day that they would not 
cooperate with the Tikrit 
offensive after the Ameri¬ 
cans became involved. 
Together, they represented 
more than a third of the 
30,000-strong Iraqi force 
besieging Tikrit. 

While the U.S. military had 
demanded the withdrawal 
of Shiite militias, many of 
which had Iranian advis¬ 
ers, before it would begin 
airstrikes on Tikrit, U.S. com¬ 
manders have quietly ac¬ 
knowledged that at least 
some of the militias would 
eventually play a crucial 
part in subduing Tikrit on 
the ground. 

The biggest of the militias, 
the Badr Organization, 
which is close to Iran and 
also a major supporter 
of the Iraqi government, 
warned on Thursday that it 
might pull out, potentially 
weakening the pro-govern¬ 
ment force. But on Friday, 
the militia’s leadership ap¬ 
peared to step back from 
that brink. “We haven’t re¬ 
treated from our positions 
near Tikrit,” said Mueen al- 
Kadhumi, a senior leader of 
the group. 

Continued on Page 27 



Iraqi security forces prepare to attack Islamic State extremist positions as smoke rises from cen¬ 
tral Tikrit during clashes in the city, 80 miles north of Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, March 27, 2015. On 
the ground, the Iraqi troops pressed their push in the city on Friday as fighter planes pounded IS 
targets from above. Militants holed up in the center of Tikrit fired mortars at the military, slowing its 
progress despite the new aerial campaign. 

(AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 

























SATURDAY 28 MARCH 


EWORLD NEWS 


m 



www.barneyaaruba.aw Palm beach 21 A P +297- 5BG 5420 H Closed on SUNDAY'S, also available for private events 


Warships move in key strait as airstrikes widen in Yemen 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
HAMZA HENDAWI 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — As 

airstrikes in Yemen intensi¬ 
fied on their second day Fri¬ 
day, Egypt and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia were considering an 
intervention on the ground, 
aimed at giving the presi¬ 
dent a secure foothold to 
return to the country, while 
backing Sunni tribesmen to 
fight against Shiite rebels 
and their allies, military of¬ 
ficials said. 

A likely entry point for troops 
from the Saudi-led Arab 
coalition was the southern 
port of Aden, the Yemeni 
and Egyptian military of¬ 
ficials told The Associated 
Press. But that could be a 
tough prospect: The city 
is already a battleground. 


and on Friday forces loyal 
to the rebels’ top ally, for¬ 
mer President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, were advancing to¬ 
ward it. 

The officials’ comments to 
the AP draw broad out¬ 
lines for the likely strategy 
for the ambitious cam¬ 
paign launched Thursday, 
led by Saudi Arabia with a 
major role by its ally Egypt. 
The aim, they said, was to 
carve out enough room 
for President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi, who was 
forced to flee the country 
from Aden, to return. Lon¬ 
ger-term, the campaign 
aims to wear down the Shi¬ 
ite rebels, known as Houthis, 
and Saleh’s forces, enough 
to reach a power-sharing 
accord. The officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity 


to discuss the plans. 

“The credibility and le¬ 
gitimacy of President Hadi 
erode with every day he 
spends outside the coun¬ 
try,” said one Yemeni 
military official. Hadi fled 
by boat from Aden on 
Wednesday, making his 
way to Saudi Arabia, and 
on Friday arrived in the 
Egyptian resort of Sharm el- 
Sheikh for an Arab summit 
due to start the following 
day. 

The forces of Saleh appear 
to be a key concern. Saleh 
ruled Yemen with an auto¬ 
cratic hand for nearly 40 
years until he was forced 
out and replaced by Hadi 
in 2012 following an Arab 
Spring uprising. 

But he remained in Yemen 
and kept the loyalty of 
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In a handout photo provided by the Saudi Press Agency, Presi¬ 
dent Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi of Yemen arrives at an airbase 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on March 26 , 2015. Rebel-aligned forces 
were reportedly fighting in the streets of Aden, the southern Ye¬ 
meni port town where the Saudi-backed Hadi, had until recent¬ 
ly prepared to make his last stand. 

(Saudi Press Agency via The New York Times) 


many military command¬ 
ers. One Yemeni official 
Friday estimated that 70 
percent of the army is loyal 
to Saleh, including many 
of the best armed and 
trained units based around 
the country. 

Those pro-Saleh troops 
have been fighting along¬ 
side the Iranian-allied 
Houthis, enabling them to 
take over the capital San¬ 
aa and much of the coun¬ 
try over the past months 
— at least 10 of Yemen’s 21 
provinces. 

Saudi Arabia and fellow 
Sunni-led allies in the Gulf 
and the Middle East view 
the Houthi takeover as an 
attempt by Iran to estab¬ 


lish a proxy on the king¬ 
dom’s southern border. 
Iran and the Houthis deny 
that Tehran arms the rebel 
movement, though it says 
it provides diplomatic and 
humanitarian support. 
Washington says the U.S. 
is providing refueling tank¬ 
ers and surveillance flights 
for the Saudi operations, 
and there are several U.S. 
troops working in the op¬ 
erations center, but the U.S 
is not taking direct military 
action. 

A second day of intense 
airstrikes by Saudi Arabia 
and its allies hammered 
Sanaa and five other prov¬ 
inces, hitting bases of units 
loyal to Saleh. □ 
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Nigerian leader urges peaceful vote as elections loom 



A young boy sweeps his prayer rug around his shoulders to carry it to where he will pray, as 
he joins hundreds of other worshippers outside the Emir’s Palace Mosque in Daura, the home 
town of opposition candidate Gen. Muhammadu Buhari, in Katsina state in northern Nigeria 
Friday, March 27, 2015. The imam of the mosque called on worshippers to pray for free and fair 
elections, which are due to be held on Saturday. 


MICHELLE FAUL 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Ni 

geria’s President Goodluck 
Jonathan urged his nation 
to vote peacefully and ac¬ 
cept the results of Satur¬ 
day’s presidential elections, 
which analysts say will be 
the most tightly contested 
in the history of Africa's rich¬ 
est nation and its largest 
democracy. 

“No political ambition can 
justify violence or the shed¬ 
ding of the blood of our 
people,” Jonathan, who is 
running for re-election, said 
Friday in a televised broad¬ 
cast. 

In a country steeped in a 
history of coups, bloodshed 
caused by politics, ethnici¬ 
ty, land disputes and, lately, 
the Boko Haram Islamic up¬ 
rising, the election is impor¬ 
tant as Africa’s most popu¬ 
lous nation consolidates its 
democracy. 

“It’s just healthy that they 
approach this as an exer¬ 
cise of the rights of Nigeri¬ 
ans to choose their govern¬ 
ment and not as a war,” 
the U.N. Secretary Gener¬ 
al's special envoy to West 
Africa, Mohammed Ibn 


Chambas, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview. 
Nigeria’s political land¬ 
scape was transformed 
when the main opposition 
parties formed a coalition 
two years ago and for the 
first time united behind one 
candidate, former military 
dictator Muhammadu Bu¬ 
hari who is Jonathan's main 
challenger. 

The election is only the 
eighth since independence 
from Britain in 1960 and the 
first ever to raise the possi¬ 
bility of a democratic trans¬ 
fer of power through the 
ballot box, a high-stakes 
contest in Africa's biggest 
oil producer where patron¬ 
age and corruption are rife. 
No incumbent has ever lost 
an election. 

It should be “cause for 
celebration,” said Chidi 
Odinkalu, chairman of the 
National Human Rights 
Commission. But he noted 
it has spawned "the most 
extraordinary form of hate 
speech, incendiary vitu¬ 
perations, ethnic bating; all 
the things you are not sup¬ 
posed to do.” 

His state-sponsored but in¬ 
dependent organization 


(AP Photo/Ben Curtis) 

reported at least 58 killings 
by Feb. 13 and there have 
been many more since 


then, Odinkalu told AP. He 
also complained that poli¬ 
ticians have done little to 
dampen tensions. 
Meanwhile, Nigeria's mili¬ 
tary announced it had de¬ 
stroyed the headquarters 
of Boko Haram’s so-called 
Islamic caliphate, in the 
northeastern town of Gwo- 
za, in fighting Friday that 
left several extremists dead. 
It claimed the recapture of 
Gwoza has cleared insur¬ 
gents from strongholds in all 
three northeastern states, 
which seems unlikely. There 
was no way to verify the 
report. Critics of Jonathan 
have said recent military 
victories after months of 
ceding territory to the Is¬ 
lamic extremists are a ploy 
to win votes — a charge 
the presidential campaign 
denies. 

“Wage peace not war,” 


is a campaign long pro¬ 
moted by the National Ori¬ 
entation Agency which is 
working with bloggers and 
other social media popular 
among millions of Nigerians, 
according its director gen¬ 
eral, Mike Omeri. The idea 
is to “create a lot of buzz” 
and build "a community of 
people that will be driven 
by a passion for peace.” 
Entertainment star and mu¬ 
sician 2Face Idibia wrote a 
song aimed at young vot¬ 
ers called "Vote not Fight: 
Election no be war” in Nige¬ 
rian colloquial English. 

But some people are so 
fearful of election violence 
that they are leaving for a 
while, going as far as the 
United States and Canada. 
Flights are packed, with air¬ 
lines turning away standby 
passengers this week at La¬ 
gos international airport.Q 
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Stampede at Hindu ritual in Bangladesh kills at least 10 


ELLEN BARRY 
JULFIKAR ALI MANIK 
© 2015 New York Times 
DHAKA, Bangladesh - At 

least 10 Hindu pilgrims 
were killed and dozens 
more were injured south¬ 
east of the Bangladeshi 
capital, Dhaka, on Friday 
when an annual bathing 
ritual turned into a stam¬ 
pede, the police said. 

The police said they be¬ 
lieved the stampede was 


set off by a rumor that a 
bridge was collapsing. As 
the rumor spread, thou¬ 
sands of people crowded 
onto a narrow pathway 
that led to one of the riv¬ 
erside platforms used for 
bathing, crushing three 
men and seven women 
underfoot, according to 
the police superintendent, 
Khandekar Mahid Uddin. 
Every year, Hindus travel 
great distances - includ¬ 


ing from Nepal, Bhutan 
and India - to gather on 
the banks of the Brahma¬ 
putra River and take part 
in a ritual bath. Uddin said 
that the authorities could 
not determine how large 
the crowd on Friday was 
but that it was larger than 
usual, possibly more than 
1 million people, because 
the festival fell during a 
long weekend in Bangla¬ 
desh. 


He said the crush may 
have been exacerbated 
by a sense of urgency, 
since the pilgrims aim to 
bathe during an auspi¬ 
cious time period, which 
this year lasted for only 12 
hours. 

“There was a rush from the 
devotees,” Uddin said. 
"Also, though the bridge 
had not collapsed, the 
rumor spread a feeling of 
fear.” 


Kajal Debnath, the presi¬ 
dent of the Puja Observa¬ 
tion Committee of Ban¬ 
gladesh, a Hindu religious 
organization, said that 
many Hindus believe that 
if they bathe in the early 
morning hours, they will be 
cleansed of their sins. He 
complained that business¬ 
men had seized space 
along the route taken by 
the pilgrims to build shops, 
rendering it very narrow.Q 


At least 9 dead as militants attack hotel in Somali capital 


A Somali man stands near the wreckage of a car that carried the bomb and was detonated at 
the gate of one of Mogadishu’s most popular hotels. Friday, March, 27, 2015. A Somali police 
official says a suicide bomber has detonated his explosives-laden car at the gate of a hotel 
popular with government officials in Mogadishu. Capt. Mohamed Hussein says gunfire could be 
heard inside the Maka-Mukarramah Hotel, but it was not clear if any gunmen had managed to 
penetrate the hotel’s gate. ( AP Photo/Farah Abdi Warsameh) 


ABDI GULED 
Associated Press 
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) 

— Al-Shabab militants blast¬ 
ed their way into a Moga¬ 
dishu hotel on Friday and 
took up positions inside, 
killing at least nine people 
and exchanging fire with 
security forces seeking to 


recapture the facility, a So¬ 
mali police official said. 
One survivor who made it 
safely outside the Maka Al- 
Mukarramah hotel in the 
Somali capital said the mili¬ 
tants were killing anyone 
they could find inside. He 
did not give his name. 

The attack started when a 


suicide bomber detonated 
his explosives-laden car at 
the gate of the hotel. Gun¬ 
men then quickly moved 
in, Capt. Mohamed Hus¬ 
sein told The Associated 
Press from the scene of the 
attack. 

Hours later, the militants 
were still holed up in the ho¬ 


tel's dark alleys and rooms. 
Sporadic gunfire could be 
heard, but it appeared that 
the security forces would 
wait until daybreak before 
trying again to dislodge the 
militants. 

At least four gunmen 
trapped an unknown num¬ 
ber of people inside the 
building, Hussein said. He 
said he had counted at 
least nine bodies, but the 
death toll was likely to rise. 
Al-Shabab, the al-Qaida- 
linked Islamic extremist 
group that has carried out 
many attacks in Somalia, 
claimed responsibility for 
the assault on the hotel, 
which is popular with So¬ 
mali government officials 
and foreigners. 

Somali special forces 
trained their weapons on 
the hotel's windows as gun¬ 
fire rang out from inside. 
Some survivors jumped out 
of the hotel's windows. One 
bloodied government sol¬ 
dier, wounded from fight¬ 
ing, was dragged out by 
colleagues and bundled 
into an ambulance, ac¬ 
cording to Hussein. 

It remained unclear who 
was being targeted by the 


militants and how many ci¬ 
vilians were inside the hotel. 
Somalia has been trying 
to rebuild following years 
of political instability and 
civil strife since 1991, when 
the dictator Siad Barre was 
ousted from power. 

But al-Shabab routinely 
carries out suicide bomb¬ 
ings, drive-by shootings 
and other attacks in Moga¬ 
dishu, the seat of Somalia's 
Western-backed govern¬ 
ment — often targeting 
government troops, law¬ 
makers and foreigners. 
Al-Shabab controlled much 
of Mogadishu between 
2007 and 2011, but was 
pushed out of Somalia’s 
capital and other major cit¬ 
ies by African Union forces. 
Despite major setbacks in 
2014, al-Shabab continues 
to wage a deadly insur¬ 
gency against Somalia’s 
government and remains 
a threat in the East African 
region. 

The group has carried out 
attacks in neighboring 
countries, including Ke¬ 
nya, whose military is part 
of the African Union troops 
bolstering Somalia’s weak 
governments 



Turkey expands police powers, cracks down on protests 


CEYLAN YEGINSU 
© 2015 New York Times 

ISTANBUL - Turkey's par¬ 
liament passed one of its 
most contested pieces of 
legislation Friday, a bill that 
broadens police powers 
and increases penalties for 
people participating in un¬ 
authorized demonstrations. 
Approval came after a 
monthlong debate in which 
cups and glasses were 
flung across the assembly 


floor and lawmakers on op¬ 
posing sides brawled with 
their fists over the bill. Sup¬ 
ported by the ruling Justice 
and Development Party, 
which holds the majority of 
seats, the bill is expected 
to be signed into law by 
President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan. 

Under the bill, the police 
will be permitted to use fire¬ 
arms against demonstra¬ 
tors who are armed with 


firebombs or other “injuri¬ 
ous or similar weapons.” 
They will also be able to 
detain people for up to 
48 hours to uphold public 
order. Protesters wearing 
masks or partly covering 
their faces will face up to 
five years in prison if they 
are deemed to be spread¬ 
ing “propaganda for a ter¬ 
rorist organization.” 

The bill will also allow the 
police to pursue some in¬ 


vestigations without autho¬ 
rization from prosecutors 
and judges, raising fears of 
the arbitrary use of power 
without judicial oversight. 
Opponents say that the 
bill breaches the separa¬ 
tion of powers between 
the legislative, executive 
and judicial branches and 
that it could create the ba¬ 
sis for turning Turkey into a 
police state. The govern¬ 
ment has described the bill 


as a reform that increases 
the security of its citizens 
while keeping within the 
European Union's stan¬ 
dards for freedoms and 
security regulations. The bill 
was proposed by the ruling 
party after thousands of 
Kurds took to the streets in 
October to protest Turkey's 
lack of support for Kurdish 
fighters battling the Islamic 
State in the besieged Syr¬ 
ian town of Kobani. □ 












Leatherback 
Sea Turtle 
Season Can 
Start Any 
Day! 

EAGLE BEACH - Have 
you noticed the turtle 
information signs along 
the Boulevard at Eagle 
Beach--one in front of 
Paradise Beach Villa’s 
and another one close 
to Costa Linda Beach Re¬ 
sort? The signs are called 
“Driekiel-O-Meter" with 
information about the 
Leatherback Sea Turtles 
(locally called Driekiel). 
The Leatherback Sea 
Turtles nesting on Aruba 
don’t live in the Carib¬ 
bean, but in the North¬ 
ern part of the Atlantic 
Ocean, off the coast of 
Nova Scotia, Canada. 

But they are born on Aru¬ 
ba's beaches. After 20 




- 30 years they reach ma¬ 
turity and then return to 
their natal beach in order 
to nest during the turtle 
nesting season (March - 
July). Normally one female 
makes about 7 nests per 
season. 

After laying her last nest 
the female returns to the 
cold waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean. She will not come 
back to Aruba the next 
year, but will skip one or 
two years. 

All species of sea turtles 
are endangered and 
need our protection. 

What you can do to pro¬ 
tect sea turtles: 

--Lights out for sea turtles. 
Nighttime activities and 
artificial lighting may deter 
adult females from nest¬ 
ing. 

So PLEASE keep all lights 
off, including flashlights, 
flash photography and 
video equipment. “Sea 
turtles dig the dark” 


Ask your hotel manager 
to turn off or minimize the 
lights that are visible on 
the beach in front of the 
resort. 

--Do not drive on beaches. 
Not all of the turtle nests 
on all the beaches around 
Aruba are marked. Vehi¬ 
cles (4x4, quads) compact 
the sand and can crush 
the eggs. 

--Do not litter. Do not leave 
any plastic cups or bags 
on the beach. The wind 
will blow it into the sea. A 
floating plastic bag is eas¬ 
ily mistaken for a jellyfish, 
the Leatherback Sea Tur¬ 
tle’s favorite food. 
--Remove obstacles from 
the beach. 

Obstacles as beach furni¬ 
ture or recreational equip¬ 
ment may cause nesting 
females to abort their nest¬ 
ing attempt or may even 
trap them. 

So don’t leave any beach 
chairs at night unattended 


close to the sea, but make 
a stack as far as possible 
away from the water. 

--Do not disturb a nesting 
sea turtle. 

Do not attempt to touch 
the turtle but stay at a re¬ 
spectful distance (at least 
15 meters). 

Do allow the turtle to com¬ 
plete the full nesting pro¬ 
cess (about two hours) 
and don’t be in her way 
when she returns to the 
sea. 

--Do call Turtugaruba (24 
hour Turtle Hotline: (297) 
592-9393. 

Follow Turtugaruba at: 

www.facebook.com/Tur- 

tugaruba 

If you witness a sea turtle, 
or if you see turtle crawl 
marks, during a late eve¬ 
ning or early morning stroll 
on the beach please do 
call Turtugaruba or notify 
the front desk of your ho¬ 
tel. 

Thanks! □ 
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Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino Proudly Announces 
New Management Positions 



Bingo = AWG 50,- per card of 10 games Starting from 1 pm at the 
Progressive = AWG 3,- per card of 6 games Renaissance Convention Center 


PROGRESSIVE IS MORE THAN AWG 15.000,- (if it has not been won first) 


Game 

1... 

....AWG 

1500 

Game 7 .... 

...AWG 3000 

Game 

2 ... 

....AWG 

1500 

Game 8 .... 

...AWG 3000 

Game 

3 ... 

....AWG 

1500 

Game 9 .... 

...AWG 5000 

Game 

4 ... 

....AWG 

1500 

Game 10... 

... Progressive 

Game 

5 ... 

....AWG 

1500 

from 51 to 54 calls AWG 2.000,- 
at 55 or more calls AWG 1.000,- 

Game 

6 ... 

....AWG 

3000 

Game 11... 

....AWG 20.000 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA - 

March 2015 - Marriott Inter¬ 
national’s founder J. Willard 
Marriott as well as his son, 
Executive Chairman, J.W. 
Marriott, Jr. have coached 
managers to “take care of 
your associates and they 
will take care of your cus¬ 
tomers and the customers 
will come back.” This phi¬ 
losophy is the foundation 
of Marriott’s culture and 
the foundation of the com¬ 
pany’s global growth and 
success. Marriott Interna¬ 
tional as well as the Aruba 
Marriott are committed to 
providing an environment 
where our associates have 
the opportunity to achieve 
their potential, are highly 
engaged and are empow¬ 
ered to deliver great guest 
service. 

Therefore it is with great 
pride that the Aruba Marri¬ 
ott Resort & Stellaris Casino 
announces the recent in¬ 
ternal promotions of Yazira 
Javois-Feliciana, Henk Ree- 
berg and Gislaine Croes. 
Yazira Javois-Feliciana 
started her career with the 
Aruba Marriott on Decem¬ 
ber 9, 2004 in the Casino 
Marketing department as 
a Credit and Reservations 
Coordinator and until re¬ 
cently held the position of 
Casino Marketing Man¬ 
ager. Yazira has recently 
been promoted to Direc¬ 
tor of Casino Marketing & 
Slot Performance, where 
she will be responsible for 
directing and managing 
the successful operations 
of the marketing and slots 
department in the Stel¬ 
laris Casino. This position 
oversees the functional 
development of a consis¬ 
tent and cohesive market¬ 
ing plan, to include but 
not limited to, marketing 
promotions, promotional 
programs, special events, 
entertainment, and play¬ 
ers' club operations and to 
accomplish the strategic 
positioning of being the 
customer preferred gam¬ 
ing venue in Aruba. 

Henk Reeberg started his 
career with the Aruba Mar¬ 
riott on August 9, 2006 as 
a Casino Income Auditor 
in our Casino Accounting 
Team. In 2010 Henk was 



promoted to the position 
of Casino Accounting Su¬ 
pervisor. After about 1 year 
in this position Henk took on 
the challenge of becom¬ 
ing the Assistant Slot Man¬ 
ager and in 2013 he was 
promoted to the position 
of Slot Manager. In his new 
position as Director of Ca¬ 
sino Surveillance, Henk will 
be responsible for coordi¬ 
nating and managing sur¬ 
veillance operations and 
observe and record gam¬ 
ing activities to help safe¬ 
guard casino assets and 
provide a safe environ¬ 
ment for patrons and em¬ 
ployees. Under the direc¬ 
tion of the Complex GM, 
this position is accountable 
for assisting in the design 
and development as well 
as the actual implemen¬ 
tation of the policies and 
procedures of the Surveil¬ 
lance department. 

Gislaine Croes joined the 
Aruba Marriott family on 
August 9, 2006 as an Activi¬ 
ties Attendant for the Surf 
Club. Since October 2013 
Gislaine has been fulfilling 
the role of Assistant Activi¬ 
ties/Recreation Manager 
for the Surf and Ocean 
Club. Now Gislaine is ready 
to move up to her next role 
as Recreation Manager for 
the Resort, where she will 
be responsible for the over¬ 
all operations of the Recre¬ 
ation/Health Club Depart¬ 
ment at the Resort and will 
be managing the pool and 
activities staff and provid¬ 
ing ongoing coaching and 
training to associates. 

The Aruba Marriott Resort 
& Stellaris Casino congrat¬ 
ulates Yazira, Henk and 
Gislaine with their new po¬ 
sitions and wishes them the 
best of luck in their new 
rolesO 
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Join us today for a 

Heatwave of Cash! 

From 6pm to 10pm r we're giving away 
$20 Cash to lucky Advantage Players 
every 20 minutes. 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variely of ReloiE & Dining Outlets, 

Salem & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins | Dunkin Donuts Fusion Pimm & Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cafe | Subway R Glass | Slmlarn Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boulique The lazy Lizard | The Market 
rOFTwbl of Flavors 


CASINO AND SHOPS 




h ■■ =jl j % r utyc jj y ■ m r \ jr f • w ; - ^ 

Open'daily 1 Dam ia 4am * Ji. Irnusquin Elvd #47 
593,5000* (asrnoclhairhra.com 


Go Karting in Aruba at the Bushiri Karting Speedway 



ORANJESTAD - Do you 

want to feel the need 
for speed in Aruba? You 
have to visit Bushiri Karting 
Speedway for the thrill of 
your life on a professional 
outdoor karting track 
driving in high speed rental 
go karts! Have fun on your 
vacation with your friends 
& family, enjoy a good 
race and get your lap time 
results! We are open from 
Tuesday till Sunday from 
10:30am - 6:30 pm. Great 
fun with friends and family 
at an affordable price, no 


reservations needed, just 
arrive-and-drive any time 
of day. 


We have a total of 14 
Rental Karts, 8 Adult Karts 
of 270cc 9-Horse Power 
Honda Engines that can 
reach up to 50 mph on our 
0.8 professional Outdoor 
Track. We also have 6 
Junior Karts of 160cc 
6-Horse Power Honda 
Engines with Adjustable 
Seats & Paddles, age for 
riding the junior karts is 8-till- 
14 years and for the adult 
karts is 15 years & up. 

We will see you here at 
Bushiri Karting Speedway 
& Fuel Sports Bar & Grill, 
the place for Racing & 




Fun here in Aruba! bushirikarting.com or look 

More info: www. us up on TripAdvisorO 
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Get in the Game at Touchdown Sports Bar & Grill 



PALM BEACH - With over 
15 flat screen televisions 
and 3 Big screens, inside 
and outside seating. We 
are ready to entertain you 
with the best Sports Bar 
atmosphere you will ever 
get while in Aruba, whether 
it's football, basketball, 
baseball, soccer or hockey. 
Touchdown Offers the an 
extensive menu from the 


best Chicken wings on the 
Strip to a Mouth watering 
BBQ on the Grill. 

Where you watch is just as 
important as what you get, 
and the sports-crazed have 
their favorite bar stools, as 
families and friend can just 
hop in an enjoy a nice meal 
with everyday Specials: 
Monday: Chicken Sate. 
Tuesday Surf and Turf. 


Wednesday: All You Can 
Eat Pasta. 

Thursday: Chicken Wings. 
Friday: Garlic Shrimps. 
Saturday: Grilled Chicken 
BBQ. Sunday: BBQ Grill and 
Fish and Chips. 

AT Touchdown we’re more 
than a Sports Bar.... ENJOY 
GREAT FOOD, GREAT 
DRINKS, AND A GREAT 
TIME...Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwooda ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
























Durant to 
have another 
surgery, miss 
rest of season 

CUFF BRUNT 
AP Sports Writer 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

NBA MVP Kevin Durant will 
miss the rest of the season 
and have bone graft sur¬ 
gery next week to treat a 
fractured bone in his right 
foot. 

The Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der had said last week he 
likely would be shut down 
for the season. The team 
was trying to figure out why 
his pain remained long af¬ 
ter he was supposed to be 
able to play. 

General manager Sam 
Presti said Friday the team 
expects Durant to return to 
basketball activities within 
the four to six months. 

He said this decision was 
aimed at Durant's “long¬ 
term health and stability” 
and represented a consen¬ 
sus of Durant and his repre¬ 
sentatives, specialists and 
the team. The procedure 
was termed the “most pro¬ 
active and recommended 
approach." 

The Thunder are in posi¬ 
tion to make the playoffs 
without Durant, but they 
clearly will miss one of the 
game’s most dynamic 
players. Durant last played 
Feb. 19 before the discom¬ 
fort became too much to 
bear. He has played in just 
27 games, averaging 25.4 
points, 6.6 rebounds and 
4.1 assists. 

Durant had his initial sur¬ 
gery in October and had 
been healing well. But in 
late February, he had a 
procedure to replace a 
screw that was rubbing 
against another bone. Af¬ 
ter that second surgery, 
the Thunder expected 
him to return in one to two 
weeks. 


Continued on Page 18 
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Durant 


Continued from Page 17 

Durant then consulted with 
three foot and ankle spe¬ 
cialists. It was determined 
there still was pain from the 
rubbing, plus regression in 
the initial break. It was then 
decided to proceed with 
the bone graft, Presti said. 
A week ago, Presti said Du¬ 
rant was struggling and the 
team did not want to rush 
him back. When asked if it 
would be best to end Du¬ 
rant's season, Presti said: 
“Essentially, that's the di¬ 
rection that we're taking 
right now.” 

Presti said the bone graft is 
a common procedure to 
fix the less than 10 percent 
of such foot operations 
that don't work out. 

“While everyone is disap¬ 
pointed that Kevin falls into 
that group, we are encour¬ 
aged that the bone graft 
procedure has historically 
demonstrated long-term 
health and stability,” Presti 
said.Q 



In this March 4, 2015, file photo, injured Oklahoma City Thunder forward Kevin Durant, center, watches from the bench with guard 
D.J. Augustin, right, and assistant coach Mark Bryant, left, during the first quarter of an NBA basketball game against the Philadel¬ 
phia 76ers in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 





Aruhiba 


Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

- I available at their Tobacco farm where their 

cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail.com 
www. arahibacigars .com 
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In this Feb. 22, 2014, file photo, Missouri defensive end Michael 
Sam speaks during a news conference at the NFL football 
scouting combine in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 



Michael Sam: Gay NFL players 
have reached out to him 


The Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — Michael 
Sam says there are “a lot” 
of gay players in the NFL 
and some have reached 
out to him. 

The Fort Worth Star-Tele¬ 
gram reported Sam gave 
a speech Thursday at the 
Dallas Holocaust Museum 
and took questions from 


the audience. 

Sam said: “I’m just saying 
there is a lot of us.” He add¬ 
ed he’d never out a player 
who confided in him, but 
“there’s some famous peo¬ 
ple.” Sam came out before 
last year’s NFL draft. The 
defensive end from Missouri 
was selected in the sev¬ 
enth round by the St. Louis 


Rams and cut in training 
camp. The Dallas Cowboys 
signed him to their practice 
squad but released him in 
October. 

He's currently a free agent. 
Sam revealed he’s not talk¬ 
ed to his father since Mi¬ 
chael Sam Sr. criticized his 
son's sexuality shortly after 
he came out. □ 
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15-year-old American CiCi 

Beilis advances at Miami Open 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. (AP) — 

Precocious amateur CiCi 
Beilis says she's ready to 
take on the best of the pros 
— Serena Williams. 

Beilis, a 15-year-old Ameri¬ 
can who made a big splash 
at last year’s U.S. Open, 
advanced Friday to a po¬ 
tential third-round match 


against Williams by beating 
Zarina Diyas 6-2, 6-1. 
Williams was scheduled 
to play a second-round 
match Friday night against 
Monica Niculescu. Beilis 
was already relishing the 
chance to take on the 19- 
time Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion. 

“It’s going to be really fun,” 
Beilis said. “I have nothing 


to lose, so I’m just going 
to play my game and see 
what happens.” 

Sloane Stephens won an 
all-American match on the 
stadium court, convert¬ 
ing five of six break-point 
chances to beat No. 17 
Madison Keys 6-4, 6-2. It was 
the first meeting between 
the two Fed Cup team¬ 
mates, and Keys feared up 




Ana Ivanovic, of Serbia, returns the ball to Irina Falconi, of the 
United States, during their match at the Miami Open tennis 
tournament in Key Biscayne, Fla., Friday, March 27, 2015. 

Associated Press 


near the end of her loss. 

“I just kind of let the emo¬ 
tions get to me,” the 
20-year-old Keys said. “It’s 
like you’re having a really 
terrible day, but my terrible 
day is in front of hundreds 
of people and then broad¬ 
cast on TV. That's not al¬ 
ways fun." 

No. 2-seeded Rafael Nad- 
al, showing no ill effects 
from an ankle injury suf¬ 
fered in practice Monday, 
defeated fellow Spaniard 
Nicolas Almagro 6-4, 6-2. 
Nadal improved to 11-1 
against Almagro. 

Others advancing in the 
women’s draw included 
No. 3 Simona Halep, the 
titlist last week at Indian 
Wells. She won 6-4, 2-6, 
6-1 against wild card Ni¬ 
cole Vaidisova, a two-time 
Grand Slam semifinalist 
mounting a comeback 
from two shoulder opera¬ 
tions. 

Two-time champion Andy 
Murray beat American 
Donald Young 6-4, 6-2. Oth¬ 
er men’s winners included 
No. 7 Stan Wawrinka, No. 8 
Tomas Berdych and No. 25 
Bernard Tomic. American 
Sam Querrey had 19 aces 


but lost to No. 15 Kevin An¬ 
derson 6-7 (5), 7-6 (3), 6-4. 
Novak Djokovic lost in dou¬ 
bles and plays his opening 
singles match Saturday 
night. 

Two-time champion Victo¬ 
ria Azarenka reached the 
third round by beating No. 
20 Jelena Jankovic 6-1,6-1. 
Azarenka faced 13 break 
points and saved them all. 
“I stayed composed,” Aza¬ 
renka said. “ I was very sure 
what I had to do, and I was 
really executing that.” 

Beilis became the young¬ 
est player to win a match 
at the U.S. Open since 1996 
when she upset 12th-seed- 
ed Dominika Cibulkova last 
August. Suddenly a celeb¬ 
rity, Beilis then lost to Diyas 
in the second round. 

She avenged that defeat 
Friday with much less fan¬ 
fare. 

“This one I think I played a 
lot smarter,” Beilis said. “At 
the U.S. Open I was really 
like caught up in all the kind 
of hype that was going on. 
But this one I was just really 
focused and played my 
game. I think I did what I 
needed to do to win really 
well.’U 
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Kings edge Islanders, 
improve to 3-0 on trip 


The Associated Press 
UNIONDALE, New York (AP) 

— Anze Kopitar scored with 
4:23 left and defenseman 
Alec Martinez had two 
assists as the Los Angeles 
Kings won the third straight 
game of their road trip by 
beating the slumping New 
York Islanders 3-2 on Thurs¬ 
day. Kopitar, who had a 
goal and five assists in his 
previous three games, got 
to a deflected puck off 
a drive by defenseman 
Andrej Sekera and fired it 
past Jaroslav Halak for his 
16th goal. Jonathan Quick 
made 25 saves in his 400th 
NHL game. He has won at 
New Jersey, the New York 
Rangers, and the Island¬ 
ers on this trip that has two 
games left. Nick Shore net¬ 
ted his first career goal in his 
28th game, and Tyler Toffoli 
also scored for the playoff- 
hopeful Kings. 

PREDATORS 3, LIGHTNING 2 
TAMPA, Florida (AP) — Pe- 
kka Rinne made 28 saves 
for his 40th win as the Nash¬ 
ville Predators moved into 
first place in the Central 
Division. Mike Ribeiro, Paul 
Gaustad and Mike San- 
torelli scored for the Preda¬ 
tors, who took a one-point 
lead over St. Louis. The 
Blues have played one 
fewer game. Rinne made 
a pad save on Alex Killorn’s 
in-close backhand early in 
the third. The goalie had a 
career-best 43 wins in 2011- 
12.Tampa Bay got goals 
from Vladislav Namest- 
nikov and Brian Boyle. 
DUCKS 3, BRUINS 2 
BOSTON (AP) — Ryan Get- 
zlaf scored 3:09 into over¬ 
time to lift the Anaheim 
Ducks to victory. 

Getzlaf, who also assisted 
on Corey Perry's tying goal 
late in the third period, 
beat Bruins goalie Tuukka 
Rask from the slot with a 
wrist shot over his shoulder 
to snap the Ducks' two- 
game skid. 

Ducks goalie Frederik An¬ 
dersen stopped 27 shots. 
Loui Eriksson and Ryan 
Spooner scored for the 
Bruins. Rask finished with 29 


saves. 

Boston dropped its sixth 
straight but tied Ottawa for 
the eighth seed in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 

RANGERS 5, SENATORS 1 
OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 
Chris Kreider had two goals 
and an assist as the New 
York Rangers clinched a 
playoff spot. 

Dan Boyle, Mats Zucca- 
rello and Tanner Glass also 
scored for the Rangers, 
who have 101 points. 

Cam Talbot made 23 saves 
for New York, which hand¬ 
ed Ottawa’s Andrew Ham¬ 
mond his first regulation¬ 
time loss. 

Curtis Lazar scored for the 
Senators. 

HURRICANES 5, PENGUINS 2 

RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — Eric Staal had a 
goal and two assists for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Ryan Murphy, Jay Mc- 
Clement, Alexander Semin 
and Andrej Nestrasil also 
scored for Carolina, which 
had been 0-3-3 in its last 
six home games since a 
7-4 win over Edmonton on 
March 8. Brad Malone had 
a pair of assists as Caro¬ 
lina won for the first time 
in its last five home games 
against the Penguins. 
Brandon Sutter and Ian 
Cole scored for the Pen¬ 
guins. Carolina goalie Cam 
Ward had 27 saves. 
CAPITALS 3, DEVILS 2, OT 
WASHINGTON (AP) — On a 
quiet night for Alex Ovech¬ 
kin and Nicklas Backstrom, 
the Washington Capitals 
got rare goals from Matt Ni- 
skanen, Karl Alznerand Eric 
Fehr, along with 29 saves 
from Braden Holtby. 
Defenseman Niskanen's 
fourth goal of the season 
came 73 seconds into the 
extra period, off an assist 
from Alzner. 

Washington led 2-0, but 
the Devils got one goal on 
Travis Zajac’s short-handed 
score with a little more than 
five minutes left in the sec¬ 
ond period, then tied it on 
Steve Bernier's goal with 
29.2 seconds remaining in 
regulation. 


San Jose Sharks center Joe 
Pavelski (8) is checked 
by Detroit Red Wings 
defenseman Niklas Kronwall 
(55) as goalie Petr Mrazek 
stops a shot during the third 
period of an NHL hockey 
game in Detroit Thursday, 
March 26, 2015. 

Associated Press 

Ovechkin entered lead¬ 
ing the NHL in goals, Back¬ 
strom came in No. 1 in as¬ 
sists, and both were in the 
top five in points. 

COYOTES 4, SABRES 3 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) 
— Sam Gagner scored 56 
seconds into overtime to lift 
the Arizona Coyotes to the 
win over Buffalo on, earn¬ 
ing cheers from the last- 
place Sabres' fans hoping 
to get the No. 1 overall 
pick in the NHL Draft. 
Jordan Szwarz, Oliver Ek- 
man-Larsson and David 
Moss also scored for Ari¬ 
zona, which has won con¬ 
secutive games for just the 
second time in 2015. 

The 29th-place Coyotes 
moved six points ahead of 
the Sabres, delighting the 
home crowd clamoring for 
the best odds at the top 
pick. 

Tyler Ennis, Brian Gionta 
and Rasmus Ristolainen 
scored in the Sabres’ 
fourth-consecutive loss. 
SHARKS 6, RED WINGS 4 
DETROIT (AP) — Patrick 
Marleau scored twice and 
Antti Niemi made 30 saves. 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Matt 
Nieto, Chris Tierney and 
Logan Couture also had 
goals for San Jose, which 
ended a two-game skid. 
Detroit got goals from To¬ 
mas Jurco, Tomas Tatar, 
Stephen Weiss and Justin 
Abdelkader as it dropped 
its second straight at 
home. Jimmy Howard 
made seven saves, but al¬ 
lowed three goals in the 
first before being pulled for 
backup Petr Mrazek. 
PANTHERS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 1 
TORONTO (AP) — Brandon 
Pirri scored twice for the 
Florida Panthers to send To¬ 
ronto to its seventh straight 
loss.Q 
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David Ortiz defends his reputation in column 



The Associated Press 

Boston Red Sox slugger Da¬ 
vid Ortiz is certain on this 
point: “I never knowingly 
took any steroids.” And this, 
too: “I deserve to be in the 
Hall of Fame.” 

The remarks by the 39-year- 
old designated hitter came 
in a column Thursday for 
The Players' Tribune, a web¬ 
site founded by Derek Jeter 
that gives professional ath¬ 
letes a platform. 

Ortiz also voiced his displea¬ 
sure that he will “always be 
considered a cheater” to 
his detractors. He contends 
that nobody in baseball has 
been tested more often for 
performance-enhancing 
drugs — more than 80 times 
since 2004. 

“I have never failed a sin¬ 
gle one of those tests and I 
never will,” Ortiz wrote. 

In 2009, Ortiz was on a list of 
104 players who allegedly 
tested positive during Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball’s 2003 
survey of steroid use — re¬ 
sults that were supposed to 
be anonymous. Ortiz later 
said he wound up on the 
list because he used nu¬ 
tritional supplements and 
was careless about their 
contents. 

“Most guys were taking 
over-the-counter supple¬ 


ments then. Most guys are 
still taking over-the-counter 
supplements. If it’s legal, 
ballplayers take it," Ortiz 
wrote. “Why? Because if 
you make it to the World 
Series, you play 180 games. 
Really think about that for 
a second. 180 games. Your 
kids could be sick, your wife 
could be yelling at you, 
your dad could be dying — 
nobody cares. 

“Nobody cares if you have 


a bone bruise in your wrist or 
if you have a pulled groin. 
You're an entertainer. The 
people want to see you hit 
a 95-mile-an-hour fastball 
over a damn 37-foot wall." 
Ortiz said he had two drug 
testers arrive early at his 
house in the Dominican 
Republic one day over the 
offseason. His kids are so 
used to them showing up, 
he said, they were laughing 
and taking pictures as the 


Associated Press 

testers drew Ortiz’s blood 
in the kitchen. Ortiz said 
to them: “Let me tell you 
something. The only thing 
you're going to find in my 
blood is rice and beans.” 
Added Ortiz: “In some peo¬ 
ple’s minds, I will always 
be considered a cheater,” 
emphasizing his point with 
an expletive. 

Ortiz is a .285 hitter with 466 
career homers and 1,533 
RBIs. He believes his num¬ 


bers are Hall of Fame wor¬ 
thy. 

“I’ve won three World Se¬ 
ries since MLB introduced 
comprehensive drug test¬ 
ing. I’ve performed year af¬ 
ter year after year. But if a 
bunch of writers who have 
never swung a bat want to 
tell me it's all for nothing, 
OK. Why do they write my 
legacy?” Ortiz wrote. “In 75 
years, when I’m dead and 
gone, I won’t care if I’m in 
the Hall of Fame. I won't 
care if a bunch of base¬ 
ball writers know the truth 
about who I am in my soul 
and what I have done in 
this game. I care that my 
children know the truth.” 

Big Papi said his mental 
preparation was one of his 
biggest attributes. 

“They're only going to re¬ 
member my power," Ortiz 
wrote. “They're not going 
to remember the hours and 
hours and hours of work in 
the film room. They're not 
going to remember the 
BP. They’re not going to 
remember me for my intel¬ 
ligence. 

“Despite all I've done in this 
game. I’m just the big DH 
from the Dominican. They 
turn you into a character, 
man.”0 


Area resident Jimmy Walker 
takes lead in Texas Open 



Jimmy Walker hits from the 10th tee during the second round of 
the Valero Texas Open golf tournament, Friday, March 27, 2015, 
in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


TIM PRICE 
Associated Press 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Jim¬ 
my Walker shot a 5-under 67 
on Friday in the Texas Open 
to take a one-stroke lead in 
his hometown event. 

After a 35-minute drive from 
his suburban home. Walker 
enjoyed a neighborly stroll 
at TPC San Antonio to 
reach 6-under 138. He won 
the Sony Open in Hawaii in 
January after winning three 
times last season. 

Walker overtook first-round 
leader Charley Hoffman 
with three straight birdies 
late in his round. 

Hoffman, 8 under at the 
turn, uncharacteristically 
let a good round get away 
on the Oaks Course with 
three bogeys on his second 


nine. He finished with a 72 
to drop into a tie for sec¬ 
ond with Aaron Baddeley. 
Hoffman has two top-three 
finishes in his previous four 
appearances at the Texas 
Open. 

Baddeley had a 71. 

Kevin Na, who infamously 
took 16 strokes on a par 4 
in the event four years ago, 
had a 68 to join Texan Jor¬ 
dan Spieth at 4 under. The 
21-year Spieth, coming off 
a playoff victory two weeks 
ago at Innisbrook, followed 
his opening 71 with a 69. 
The gusts near 40 mph 
that blew Thursday morn¬ 
ing continued to subside, 
though play started Friday 
with temperatures in the 
40s. 

The improved conditions 


packed the leaderboard 
with nine players within four 
strokes of Walker. That in¬ 
cluded Phil Mickelson, con¬ 
tinuing to cram for the Mas¬ 
ters less than two weeks off, 
at 2 under after a second- 
round 72. He was tied for 
sixth. 

FedEx Cup champion Billy 
Horschel (70), Zach John¬ 
son (71), Chris Kirk (71) and 
2011 winner Brendan Steele 
(68) also were 2 under. 
Johnson felt a jarring sen¬ 
sation in his right ring finger 
when he hit a rock while 
swinging from the native 
area to the right of the 12th 
fairway. He continued and 
expects to play this week¬ 
end. 

Francisco Molinari, the for¬ 
mer European Ryder Cup 


player, withdrew before 
the round because of a 
wrist injury he said hap¬ 
pened while shooting 81 in 
the wind Thursday. 

Jim Furyk and Dustin John¬ 
son managed to survive 
for the weekend as the cut 
dropped a stroke in the 


afternoon to 6 over. Both 
made it on the number, 
and Furyk kept a streak of 
consecutive cuts made, 
now at 33. Steve Strieker, 
not playing this week, has 
the best active streak at 35. 
Martin Kaymer wasn’t 
close. □ 
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Meerkat vs. Periscope: Live-streaming app battle & buzz 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Down¬ 
load Periscope, Twitter’s 
just-launched live video¬ 
streaming app, and you’ll 
find people broadcasting 
all sorts of mundane stuff: 
waiting for AT&T to fix their 
wiring, getting out of bed 
in Silicon Valley, looking 
outside their office win¬ 
dow in Chicago. 

Watch the videos, and 
you might ask yourself, 
is this really the next big 
thing? 

It could be. Check back 
in a few months, and 
you’ll likely see much 
more enticing content. 
After all, the first tweet, 
sent by co-founder Jack 
Dorsey in 2006, simply said 
“just setting up my twttr." 
Now nearly 300 million 
people tweet photos and 
messages every month 
for work, play and social 
commentary. 

Twitter bought the com¬ 
pany behind Periscope 
earlier this year for a re¬ 
ported $100 million. The 
launch comes in the 
heels of rival Meerkat's 
breakout at the South 
By Southwest Interactive 


tech gathering in Texas. 
The simple app allows 
people to live stream 
anything at the touch of 
a button and dominated 
conversations at the fes¬ 
tival. The app used to let 
users automatically tweet 
live streams too, but since 
buying Periscope, Twitter 
limited Meerkat's access. 
Meerkat, rightfully worried 
about becoming sec¬ 
ond fiddle so quickly, an¬ 
nounced Thursday that it 
scored an additional $14 
million in venture capital 
funding. 

Here are a few things to 
know about the emerg¬ 
ing trend of live video 
streaming. 

WHY NOW? 

Meerkat and Periscope 
are not the first live-stream¬ 
ing apps by any means. 
But they are emerging as 
more people are shooting 
video with smartphones 
and sharing their expe¬ 
riences on Facebook, 
Twitter, Snapchat, Insta- 
gram and a slew of other 
platforms. And when it 
comes to business mar¬ 
keting, smaller, emerging 
services might be more 
effective than getting lost 


in the shuffle on big social 
networks, according to 
Forrester Research. 
"Marketers who prioritize 
investments in Facebook 
and Twitter’s over-fished 
waters are missing a big 
opportunity to engage 


with customers on small¬ 
er social networks with 
emerging platforms like 
video,” Forrester’s James 
McQuivey and Julie Ask 
recently wrote. 

MEERKAT VS. PERISCOPE 
Meerkat was one of the 
big surprise hits of SXSW 


earlier this month. The app 
initially let users automati¬ 
cally tweet live streams 
to their followers, but that 
came to a halt after Twit¬ 
ter acquired Periscope 
and limited Meerkat’s ac¬ 
cess to its service. While 


Associated Press 

the two have many simi¬ 
larities, the automatic link¬ 
ing with Twitter followers 
gives Periscope a big leg 
up. 

Other differences: Meer¬ 
kat streams are public- 
only and live-only. Peri¬ 
scope lets users limit who 


can see their broadcasts 
and offers viewers the op¬ 
portunity to send heart 
icons to streamers, akin 
to Facebook’s “Like” but¬ 
ton. Video streams also 
can be saved to replay 
later. 

Neither app works with¬ 
out Twitter — you’ll need 
an account to get start¬ 
ed. Facebook, so far, has 
been silent on this front. 
POTENTIAL? 

Remember when sharing 
a photo of your break¬ 
fast seemed like a crazy 
thing no one would ever 
want to do? It wasn’t that 
long ago. Live streams 
might seem equally cra¬ 
zy now, only to become 
second-nature in just a 
few months. From news 
broadcasts to travel ad¬ 
ventures and birthday 
parties and weddings 
shown to far-away rela¬ 
tives, the possibilities are 
all there. All you need is 
a Twitter account and a 
solid Internet connection 
on your smartphone. For 
companies, there’s ma¬ 
jor potential for advertis¬ 
ing and a way for brands 
to connect directly with 
customers. □ 



This Friday, Oct. 18, 2013, file photo shows a Twitter app on an 
iPhone screen, in New York. 


Microsoft wants U.S. suppliers 
to give employees paid time off 


NEW YORK (AP) — Microsoft 
said Thursday that it will push 
its U.S. suppliers to give their 
employees paid time off — 
but that only applies for the 
staffers that do work for Mi¬ 
crosoft. 

Microsoft said it has about 
2,000 U.S. suppliers, who pro¬ 
vide services such as main¬ 
tenance and security. The 
technology company does 
not know how many of its 
suppliers don't provide paid 
time off. It has heard from 
workers and media reports 
that some companies don’t 


provide the benefit. 

The announcement comes 
at a time when paid sick 
leave and income inequal¬ 
ity have become hot topics. 
Earlier this year, President 
Barack Obama called on 
Congress to pass measures 
that would allow workers 
to earn up to seven days of 
paid leave. 

Microsoft Corp. said suppli¬ 
ers with 50 or more employ¬ 
ees will be asked to provide 
at least 15 days of paid 
time off for employees that 
mainly work with the Red¬ 


mond, Washington, com¬ 
pany. They can offer either 
15 unrestricted paid days off 
or 10 days of paid vacation 
and five days of sick leave. 
Microsoft said it will give sup¬ 
pliers 12 months to make the 
changes. 

A Microsoft spokeswoman 
said the rules will be written 
into future contracts and 
those that don't comply 
may be dropped as a sup¬ 
plier. She said the company 
did not discuss the issue with 
suppliers before the plan 
was announced Thursday.Q 



This July 3, 2014 file photo shows Microsoft Corp. signage 
outside the Microsoft Visitor Center in Redmond, Wash. 

Associated Press 















SATURDAY 28 MARCH 


^BUSINESS 


Stocks close with slight gains, 
but still end the week lower 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A tough 
week on the stock market 
ended quietly Friday. 

Major indexes notched 
modest gains, not nearly 
enough to make up for the 


panies start releasing their 
first-quarter results next 
month. 

The biggest sell-off came 
on Wednesday, when a re¬ 
port showed orders at U.S. 
factories for long-lasting 
manufactured goods fell 


conflict, with Saudi Arabia 
and its allies bombing Shi¬ 
ite rebels allied with Iran, 
while Egyptian officials 
said a ground assault will 
follow the airstrikes. Iran 
denounced the Saudi-led 
air campaign, calling it “a 



Trader Thomas Kay works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Major indexes notched 
modest gains Friday, but not nearly enough to make up for the four previous days of losses. It 
wound up being the second-worst week for the market so far this year. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


four previous days of loss¬ 
es. It wound up being the 
second-worst week for the 
market so far this year. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average remains down 
slightly for 2015, and the 
Standard & Poor's 500 in¬ 
dex is essentially flat. 

There was no one major 
catalyst to move the mar¬ 
ket one way or another 
Friday. Biotechnology 
stocks, battered over the 
last week, were among the 
top gainers, while energy 
stocks lagged as the price 
of oil fell. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 34.43 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to 17,712.66. 
The S&P 500 rose 4.87 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to 2,061.02 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 
ite rose 27.86 points, or 0.6 
percent, to 4,891.22. 

Stocks fell most of the week 
due to a combination of 
weaker-than-expected 
economic data and con¬ 
cerns that the rapid rise of 
the dollar may crimp U.S. 
corporate earnings. Com- 


in February, the latest dis¬ 
appointing data suggest¬ 
ing the U.S. economy has 
hit a soft patch. The Dow 
plunged nearly 300 points 
that day. 

The question is whether 
the U.S. economy is really 
slowing down or whether 
the phenomenon can be 
blamed on the nasty winter 
weather. In addition to first- 
quarter earnings reports, 
investors will also be watch¬ 
ing the Labor Department's 
monthly job markets survey, 
due out April 3, for insight 
into how the economy is 
doing. 

“I’m trying to be as for¬ 
ward-looking as possible 
here. Clearly the weather 
had some sort of impact 
this quarter, but I still be¬ 
lieve U.S. economic growth 
is strong,” said Scott Wren, 
a global equity strategist at 
Wells Fargo Advisors. 

The turmoil in Yemen has 
caused heightened volatil¬ 
ity in oil markets this week 
as well. The tensions have 
erupted into a regional 


dangerous step.” 

While the price of U.S. 
crude fell sharply Friday, 
it still finished much higher 
for week, up more than 10 
percent. It was the biggest 
weekly gain for oil since 
March 2009. 

Benchmark U.S. crude fell 5 
percent, or $2.56, to close 
at $48.87 a barrel in New 
York. U.S. crude finished 
last week at $45.72. Brent 
crude, a benchmark for 
international oils used by 
many U.S. refineries, fell 7 
cents to close at $56.41 in 
London. 

In other futures trading on 
the NYMEX: 

— Wholesale gasoline fell 
8.4 cents to close at $1.798 
a gallon. 

— Heating oil fell 5.8 cents 
to close at $1.728 a gallon. 

— Natural gas fell 8.2 cents 
to close at $2,590 per 1,000 
cubic feet. 

Prices for U.S. government 
bonds rose. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury fell to 
1.96 percent from 1.99 per¬ 
cent late ThursdayO 




Report: GDP grew 2.2% in 4th 
quarter, final estimate shows 


NELSON D. SCHWARTZ 
© 2015 New York Times 

The U.S. economy grew 
at a rate of slightly more 
than 2 percent as 2014 
drew to a close, but 
economists fear some of 
that momentum flagged 
in the first quarter of this 
year. 

At an annualized rate of 
2.2 percent in the fourth 
quarter of 2014, the Com¬ 
merce Department’s es¬ 
timate of growth in the 
period, released Friday, 
was unchanged from an 
earlier estimate released 
in late February. 

This was the final revision 
by government statisti¬ 
cians who track the econ¬ 
omy's performance at 
the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis. Before the re¬ 
port, economists on Wall 
Street had expected the 
growth rate to be revised 
upward to 2.4 percent. 
While decent, the econ¬ 
omy's performance in 
October, November and 
December was well be¬ 
low the 5 percent pace of 
growth in the third quarter 
and the 4.6 percent rate 
in the second quarter. 
Even so, at 2.2 percent, 
the pace of economic ex¬ 
pansion late last year rep¬ 
resents healthier growth 
than is likely to be seen in 
the current quarter, which 
ends Tuesday. 

Although the job market 
has been showing real 
signs of life, with the un¬ 
employment rate's falling 
to 5.5 percent in Febru¬ 
ary as employers hired 
295,000 new workers, oth¬ 
er yardsticks have been 
anemic. 

This week, the govern¬ 
ment reported that du¬ 
rable goods orders fell last 
month, and retail sales 
had also been weak, de¬ 
spite consumers' having 
more cash in their pockets 
because of lower energy 
prices. 

One problem last year, 
rising exports, has faded 
recently, hurt by a strong 
dollar and weak condi¬ 
tions in key overseas mar¬ 
kets like Europe and Brazil. 
In particular, the decline 


of the euro against the 
dollar has made U.S.- 
made goods more ex¬ 
pensive for European 
consumers. 

Different components 
of economic perfor¬ 
mance within the report 
did change, but in the 
end, the overall effect 
of increased estimates in 
some sectors was can¬ 
celed out by downward 
revisions in others. 

For example, the es¬ 
timates for consumer 
spending and exports 
were revised slightly up¬ 
ward, but they were ef¬ 
fectively washed out by 
slower inventory additions 
than first thought. In late 
2014, the government 
said Friday, consumer 
spending increased at a 
seasonally adjusted rate 
of 4.4 percent, better 
than the previous 4.2 per¬ 
cent estimate made last 
month. 

Guy Berger, U.S. econo¬ 
mist at RBS, said smaller 
stockpiles than initially 
estimated for lasf quarter 
actually suggested slight¬ 
ly healthier growth in the 
current quarter. 

“Less inventory is good 
for the future because it 
provides a little tailwind 
for future production,” he 
said. “If you’re going to 
have downward revisions, 
it's better to have it be in 
inventories than anything 
else.” 

Still, like other economists 
on Wall Street, he fore¬ 
sees a slow start to growth 
in 2015, estimating that 
economic output will rise 
in the first quarter at an 
annual rate of just over 
1 percent. He cautions 
that the cold winter most 
likely held back consumer 
spending, as did a weak¬ 
ening trade balance and 
potentially lower business 
investment, especially in 
the energy sector. 

Berger expects the econ¬ 
omy’s arc to rise later in 
the year, with the growth 
rate average just over 3 
percent in the second 
half of the year, helped 
by healthier consumer 
spendingO 
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Consumer sentiment slips in March on bad weather 


PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bad 

weather and rising gaso¬ 
line prices pushed U.S. 
consumer sentiment a bit 
lower in March. 

The University of Michi¬ 
gan’s consumer sentiment 
index slipped to 93 this 
month from 95.4 in Febru¬ 
ary. Richard Curtin, chief 
economist for the survey, 
notes that consumer opti¬ 


mism was the highest in a 
decade for the first three 
months of 2015 despite 
the dip in March. 
Sentiment shot up to an 
11-year high in January, 
then retreated modestly 
in February and March. 
One reason for the pull¬ 
back: Gasoline prices 
have been ticking back 
after a sharp drop in the 
second half of 2014. Gas¬ 
oline costs an average 


$2.43 a gallon, up from 
low of $2.03 a gallon in 
late January; but prices 
at the pump are still down 
from $3.54 a year ago, 
according to AAA. 

The March drop in confi¬ 
dence was caused entire¬ 
ly by falling confidence 
among low-income 
households, which are es¬ 
pecially sensitive to high 
utility bills in the winter. 
Confidence rose for mid- 


and high-income house¬ 
holds. Another gauge 
of consumers’ spirits, the 
Conference Board’s con¬ 
fidence index, slipped 
slightly in February but 
remained near the high¬ 
est levels since before the 
Great Recession. 
Michigan’s Curtin predict¬ 
ed that an improving job 
market would boost con¬ 
sumer spending the rest of 
the year. 


The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Friday 
that consumer spend¬ 
ing rose at a 4.4 percent 
annual rate from Octo¬ 
ber through December, 
the fastest pace since 
the start of 2006. Overall, 
the U.S. economy grew 
at a 2.2 percent pace 
the last three months of 
2014, down from 5 per¬ 
cent from July through 
SeptemberO 


BlackBerry reports $28 million profit in 4th quarter 


IAN AUSTEN 

© 2015 New York Times 
OTTAWA, Ontario - John S. 
Chen, executive chairman 
of the ailing smartphone 
maker BlackBerry, was 
again asking for patience 
Friday after the company 
produced a surprise, but 
slim, profit while also post¬ 
ing an unexpected drop in 
revenue. 

The $28 million profit in 
BlackBerry's fourth quarter 
was mainly thanks to a pat¬ 
ent sale and tax recovery. 
The company lost $106 mil¬ 
lion on an operating ba¬ 
sis. For the entire year, the 
company lost $304 million 
on revenue of $3.3 billion. 
Despite the introduction 
of two new phones and a 
push by the company to sell 
software that allows busi¬ 
nesses and governments to 
manage all of their employ¬ 
ees' mobile phones regard¬ 
less of their brand, fourth- 
quarter revenue was $660 
million, down from $793 mil¬ 
lion in the previous quarter. 
Analysts had expected rev¬ 
enue of about $792 million. 
The revenue drop suggests 


that the company has yet 
to revive its phone business, 
said Brian Colello, an ana¬ 
lyst at the firm Morningstar. 
During the period, BlackBer¬ 
ry offered two new phones: 
the Classic, which restored 
features found on older 
BlackBerrys, and the Pass¬ 
port, which has an unusual 
square screen. They were 
aimed at BlackBerry’s tradi¬ 
tional customers, like peo¬ 
ple in the financial industry. 
Neither has sold well. 
Although Colello acknowl¬ 
edged that neither phone 
was widely available in the 
United States during much 
of the final quarter, he said 
that they sold "in enough 
countries to potentially 
make a dent in the quar¬ 
ter.” 

There was one bright spot. 
ITG Investment Research re¬ 
ported that retail data it col¬ 
lected in BlackBerry’s home 
market in Canada showed 
that BlackBerry sales at Rog¬ 
ers Communications, the 
country’s largest wireless 
carrier, rose by 27 percent 
in the final quarter of last 
year compared to the third 


quarter. Sales at Bell Cana¬ 
da were up 12 percent, but 
BlackBerry sales fell by 13 
percent at Telus, the other 


large carrier in Canada. 

ITG added that "the solid 
quarterly trends seen at 
Canadian carriers may not 
be representative of global 
sales trends." 

BlackBerry’s software busi¬ 
ness rose by 24 percent 
over the previous quarter 


and 20 percent over the 
same period a year earlier. 
But Chen told analysts that 
an older version of the com¬ 


pany’s mobile device man¬ 
agement software, which 
is more oriented toward 
BlackBerrys, was outsell¬ 
ing the new version, which 
the company is promoting 
heavily. 

BlackBerry executives hope 
that new software will help 


it gain entry into companies 
where iPhones and Android 
phones vastly outnumber 
BlackBerrys. 


Chen said he expected 
buyers of the older software 
would upgrade soon. New 
arrangements with carri¬ 
ers to sell the software on 
BlackBerry's behalf, and 
for a share of the revenue, 
should also increase sales, 
Chen saidO 



BlackBerry CEO John Chen shows off the Passport, left, and Classic models in Waterloo, Ontario. 

(AP Photo/Dave Chidley) 


Apple CEO Tim Cook plans to give away most of his fortune 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Apple CEO Tim Cook is 
joining a long list of mag¬ 
nates promising to give 
away most of the wealth 
that they amass during 
their careers. 

Cook mentioned his inten¬ 
tions in a story about him 
published Thursday by For¬ 
tune magazine. After pay¬ 
ing for the college edu¬ 
cation of his 10-year-old 
nephew. Cook says he will 
donate the rest of his mon¬ 
ey to philanthropic causes. 


Apple Inc. declined to 
comment Friday. 

The charitable commit¬ 
ment echoes pledges 
made by other executives 
far richer than Cook, who 
is 54. 

Microsoft co-founder Bill 
Gates, Berkshire Hatha¬ 
way CEO Warren Buffett 
and Oracle Chairman 
Larry Ellison are among 
more than 120 wealthy 
people and families who 
have announced they will 
give away their fortunes. 


Gates, Buffett and Ellison 
each have a net worth 
of at least $54 billion and 
rank among the five rich¬ 
est people in the world, 
according to Forbes mag¬ 
azine. 

Most of Cook’s wealth is 
tied up in an Apple grant 
of restricted grant that he 
received in 2011 when he 
succeeded Steve Jobs as 
Apple’s CEO. That grant is 
now worth about $860 mil¬ 
lion. Most of the restricted 
grant will vest in separate 


tranches next year and in 
2021 . 

Apple can rescind some 
of the restricted grant if 
the company’s stock lags 
the performance of the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 for 
an extended stretch. That 
hasn't been an issue dur¬ 
ing the past year, with 
Apple’s stock surging by 
about 60 percent to lift the 
company's market value 
above $700 billion. The S&P 
500 has gained 11 percent 
over that period. 


Since Cook became CEO, 
Apple’s stock has more 
than doubled to create 
about $370 billion in share¬ 
holder wealth. The Cuper¬ 
tino, California, company 
also has paid out about 
$27 billion in shareholder 
dividends. 

Cook signaled his inter¬ 
est in philanthropy early 
in his tenure when he set 
up a program committing 
Apple to match each of its 
employees’ donations up 
to $10,000 annually .□ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Officiates at a 
baseball game 

5 44th U.S. 
President 

10 Slightly open 

14 Twelve inches 

15 Ran fast 

16 _ away; 
galloped off 

17 Skunk’s 
defense 

18 Amphitheater 

19 Makes an offer 
on eBay 

20 Chooses 

22 Opposed to 

24 Presidential 
nickname 

25 Perfume 

26 Tiny units of 
weight 

29 Supped 

30 Snake’s poison 

34 Word of disgust 

35 Spanish aunt 

36 Long angry 
speech 

37 Commotion 

38 _ arts; judo, 
karate, etc. 

40 By way of 

41 Singer Holiday 

43 Traveler’s 
stopover 

44 Attack & injure 

45 Sings alone 

46 Feathery scarf 

47 Coconut trees 

48 _ for; desire 

50 Irate 

51 Prohibition on 
trade 

54 Way too picky 

58 Fuel, for some 

59 Record’s center 

61 Not bananas 

62 Sentry’s cry 

63 Body of water 

64 _ house; 
realtor’s event 

65 Exclusively 

66 In what place? 

67 Latest info 
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1 Eerie saucers, 
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2 Pie a la _ 

3 Combine, as 
funds 

4 Brooks 

5 Preach 

6 Saloons 

7 Top card 

8 “Dennis the 

9 Old saying 

10 Dispute settler 

11 Bring together 

12 Tallies up 

13 Take a break 
21 Major network 
23 Blacksmith’s 

iron block 

25 Train depot 

26 Snatches 

27 Standard car 
feature 

28 Ring-shaped 
island 

29 Broadcast 

31 PartofUSNA 

32 Hatred 

33 Lunch & dinner 

35 Edison’s initials 

36 Light brown 
38 Tightwad 
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39 Once _ blue 
moon 

42 Faithfulness 
44 Fourth U.S. 
President 

46 Bring up, as a 
subject 

47 Skillet 
49 Shining 


50 Author A.A. _ 

51 Resound 

52 Complain 

53 Formal dance 

54 Phobia 

55 Cloak 

56 Recognized 

57 Strong urges 
60 Buzzing insect 
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“We won't lift the siege 
against ISIS so that they 
can escape; we will chase 
them and kill them after 
the Americans stop the air- 
strikes in Tikrit." The Islamic 
State is also known as ISIS 
or ISIL. 

Al-Kadhumi maintained, 
however, that the U.S. air- 
strikes were unnecessary. 
“We were one day away 
from liberating the city of 
Tikrit before the American- 
led coalition intervention, 
and now there is a sense of 
confusion,” he said. 
According to witnesses 
and Iraqi officials, airstrikes 
Friday included coalition 
warplanes as well as Iraq’s 
small air force in bombing 
throughout the morning 
and afternoon. The day 
before, only Iraqi aircraft - 
Russian-made, Iranian-vin¬ 
tage Sukhoi Su-25 attack 
jets - were hitting targets 
around Tikrit during day¬ 
light hours, while Ameri¬ 
cans or other coalition 
aircraft were bombing at 
night. 

Both nighttime and day¬ 
time bombing Thursday 
was particularly heavy, 
residents said, and officials 
said it was concentrated 
against Islamic State po¬ 
sitions in and around the 
heavily fortified former pal¬ 
ace of Saddam Hussein. 
The Shiite militias’ shift from 
truculence to acquies¬ 
cence in Tikrit seemed tied 
to remarks at Friday prayer 
in Karbala by a spokes¬ 
man for al-Sistani. Al-Sistani 


had issued an edict that 
called for creating the 
popular mobilization com¬ 
mittees last summer, when 
Baghdad and even Iraq's 
religious shrines in Karbala 
and Najaf appeared un¬ 
der threat and the regular 
Iraqi military was on the 
verge of collapse. 

His remarks Friday, though, 
were widely interpreted 
as criticizing the militias for 
their objection to the Iraqi 
government’s request for 
U.S. air support. “The se¬ 
curity commanders in the 
field must get together and 
talk with the supreme com¬ 
mand of the armed forces 
to always take the right de¬ 
cision,” said Ahmed al-Safi, 
a spokesman for al-Sistani. 
“Having disagreements 
among the different sides 
could have bad results on 
military operations.” 

While those criticisms were 
delivered with indirection, 
as the ayatollah's pro¬ 
nouncements always are, 
his message was clear. 
“The essential part of the 
mandate for the popular 
mobilization committees 
was the fatwa that was is¬ 
sued by Ayatollah Sistani,” 
said Jabouri, the prime 
minister’s spokesman. “So 
we're saying that it’s very 
important that this mes¬ 
sage has also been en¬ 
dorsed by the marjiya." 
The marjiya is a term for 
al-Sistani’s religious leader¬ 
ship. 

Still, not every militia 
seemed to agree. The Nu- 
jabaa Brigade, an Iranian- 
linked organization with 
seasoned fighters who 
have fought on behalf of 
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FLEAM ARKET 

ROCOCO PLAZA 

Tin*i Leendert rwd 4' 
Sunday 29 March 
Start 9 aw BIG SALE 

Antiqueshops SALE 
Mon-Frid 9-1 3-5 Sat 9-1 
2$ on Sunday 9-1. SALE 
Wo sail Bubblo Plastic 
Inf. Call 741-5549 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Season 

Ocean side $9900 
Ocean view $8900 
Ocean front $14500 
3BEDRM OV $17k 

PLATINUM Season 

Ocean view $16k 
Ocean side $17500 
Ocean front $28900 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 

2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Ocean front $14900 
IB Ocean front $10900 

PLATINUM Season 

2B ocean view $18500 
2B Ocean front $29k 
IB Ocean view $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $7 and 
$8 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. Contact 
us to BUY, SELL or RENT 
any timeshare property. 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-62931x1111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 

Week 

room 

price 

1+2 

517 

$ 19,000 

10 

137 

$ 9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$ 9,000 

13 

501 

$ 9,000 

14 

349 

$1 1,000 

9 

135 

$ 9,000 

7/8 

304 

$9,000 each 

10 

139 

$8,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 

vr.realty@mac.com 


211617 


Divi floating weeks 
Studios 3/14 to 12/12 

wk to 50,$3600 or 1 br $4400 
or Studios wk 21 to 40 5/23 to 
40 silver 5/23 to 12/3 $3100 +mf 
local 565-9394 until 3/31 or 
US 508-651-0016 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com 

211865 


FOR SALE or RENT 
Nice townhouse in Shaba 

only 10 minutes to Eagle Beach 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, large 
living room, very nice kitchen 
granite countertop. 
Facilities: pool, BBQ and 
parking space. 

Call: 733-6681 /745-3510 
E-mail: 

marita.landa@gmail.com 

211874 


ARUBA 



Di NOS E TA! 



CUIDA B0 01 DO 


DOCTOR 
^ ON DUTY 

l Oranjestad 

March 28 Dr. G. Croes 
March 29 Dr. Esschendal 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
S AVAN ETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 

FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Paradera Tel: 588-6638 
San Nicolas: Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


March 28 
Freewinds 
March 29 



Norweing Pearl 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Te_[: 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
_Teh_5_83-38_08 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
















































































NASA details plans to pluck rock off asteroid, explore it 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

NASA is aiming to launch a 
rocket to an asteroid in five 
years and grab a boulder 
off of it — a stepping stone 
and training mission for an 
eventual trip sending hu¬ 
mans to Mars. 

The space agency 
Wednesday unveiled 
details of the $1.25 bil¬ 
lion plan to launch a so¬ 
lar-powered unmanned 
spaceship to an asteroid 
in December 2020. The 
ship would spend about 
a year circling the large 
space rock and pluck a 
13-foot (4 meter) boulder 
off its surface using robotic 
arms. It would have three 
to five opportunities to 
grab the rock, said Robert 
Lightfoot, NASA’s associ¬ 
ate administrator. 

The smaller rock would 
be hauled near the 
moon and parked in orbit 
around the moon. Using a 
giant rocket ship and the 
Orion crew capsule that 
are still being developed, 
two astronauts would fly 
to the smaller rock in 2025 
and start exploring. Astro¬ 
nauts aboard Orion would 
dock with the robotic ship, 
make spacewalks, climb¬ 
ing around the mini-aster¬ 
oid to inspect and docu¬ 
ment, and even grab a 
piece to return to Earth. 
The smaller rock might 
not even be big enough 
for the two astronauts to 
stand on; it would have 
fit in the cargo bay of the 
now-retired space shut¬ 
tles. 

The mission will "dem¬ 
onstrate the capabilities 
we’re going to need for 
further future human mis¬ 
sions beyond low Earth or¬ 
bit and then ultimately to 
Mars,” Lightfoot said. 
Lightfoot also identified 
the leading target. It’s a 
1,300-foot wide space 


rock discovered in 2008 
called 2008 EV5, making 
it somewhat larger than 
most of the asteroids that 
circle the sun near Earth. 


Two other space rocks are 
being considered, called 
Itokawa and Bennu. 

NASA managers chose this 
option over another plan 
that would lasso or use 
a giant bag to grab an 
entire asteroid and haul 
it near the moon. The se¬ 
lected plan is about $100 
million more expense but it 
was picked by managers 
in a meeting Tuesday be¬ 


cause it would test tech¬ 
nologies and techniques 
“we’re going to need 
when we go to another 
planetary body,” Lightfoot 


said during a telephone 
press conference. Those 
include "soft landing" and 
grabbing technologies, he 
said. 

A few years ago, the ad¬ 
ministration proposed 
sending astronauts to an 
asteroid and landing on it, 
but later changed that to 
bringing the asteroid clos¬ 
er to Earth. 

The $1.25 billion price does 


not include the larger costs 
of the rockets launch¬ 
ing the spaceships to the 
asteroid and the smaller 
boulder. 


The entire project called 
ARM for Asteroid Redirect 
Mission would also test 
new spacesuits for deep 
space, as opposed to 
Earth orbit, and may even 
help companies look at 
the idea of mining aster¬ 
oids for precious metals, 
said NASA spokesman Da¬ 
vid Steitz. 

Steitz said by getting 
closer to the large aster¬ 


oid, the mission will help 
with “planetary defense" 
techniques, learning how 
to nudge a threatening 
space rock out of harm's 


way. 

Scott Pace, space policy 
director at George Wash¬ 
ington University and a 
NASA associate admin¬ 
istrator in the George W. 
Bush administration, said 
the concept in some ways 
makes sense in terms of 
training, engineering and 
cost, but "it still leaves the 
larger questions: What this 
leads to and why?”Q 



This Monday, Sept. 12, 2005 photo provided by Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency shows an asteroid named Itokawa 
photographed by the Hayabusa probe. Associated Press 
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Vin Diesel says Oscars weighted against action films 



In this April 29, 2011, file photo. Actor Vin Diesel poses during 
the photo call of the movie “Fast and Furious 5”, in Rome. 

Associated Press 


LOUISE WATT 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Vin Diesel 
said Friday that the lat¬ 
est “Fast & Furious’’ film 
deserves a best picture 
Oscar but has two strikes 
against it when it comes 
to the Academy — it's an 
action flick and it's a se¬ 
quel. 

“Do I shy away from aim¬ 
ing high? No, I don’t,” 
said the 47-year-old ac¬ 
tor, who has appeared 
in virtually all of the "Fast 
& Furious” action films 
based around fast cars. 
He spoke to The Associ¬ 
ated Press while in Beijing 
to promote the new film. 
“And yet we all know 
that there’s a little stig¬ 
ma towards action films, 
we know it, we’ve heard 
people complain about 
it, we've heard Marvel 
complain about it, we’ve 
heard DC complain 
about it, and now Harry 
Potter, Hunger Games, 
Batman has never gotten 
a shot at that,” he said. 
Alluding to the fact that 
many of the recent Os¬ 


car best picture winners 
haven't fared well at the 
box office, Diesel said: 
“The Oscars have been 
somewhat criticized in 
the last couple of years 
for maybe not being as 
populist as they could be, 
but we have a very pow¬ 
erful movie here.” 

He said that “Fast & Furi¬ 
ous 7” has an “emotional 
toll,” which may make 
people argue that it is 
more directed toward 
women. “We’re actually 
responding to the fact 
that our woman audi¬ 
ence has just increased 
and has either eclipsed or 
threatening to eclipse our 
male audience, we've 
seen that across the 
board,” said Diesel, who 
also produces the Univer¬ 
sal Pictures’ movie. 

Diesel said that the Acad¬ 
emy hasn’t given a best 
picture Oscar to a sequel 
since a 1974 movie — “The 
Godfather: Part II.” How¬ 
ever, the nod has gone 
more recently to the final 
film in a trilogy, “The Lord 
of the Rings: The Return of 


the King” in 2004. 

In "Fast & Furious 7,” Diesel 
plays street racer Dominic 
Toretto, whose family is 
threatened by Jason Sta- 
tham’s character, who 
is out for revenge for the 
death of his brother. Sta- 


tham said audiences will 
be able to relate to the 
fact that both men are 
standing up for their fam¬ 
ily. 

“All cultures around the 
world, wherever you go, 
everyone knows what 
family means,” said Sta- 
tham. He was also in Bei¬ 
jing to promote the mov¬ 
ie and attend the China 
premiere, along with Mi¬ 


chelle Rodriguez, who 
plays racer Lefty Ortiz. 

The film is one of the 
last movies starring Paul 
Walker, who died in a car 
crash during a break in 
the filming of “Fast & Furi¬ 
ous 7” in November 2013. 
Walker was a passenger 
in the car, and investiga¬ 
tors cited unsafe speed 
as a cause of the acci¬ 
dent. 

The movie was complet¬ 
ed with help from Walk¬ 
er’s brothers and is a trib¬ 
ute to him. 

Rodriguez said Walker 
loved the world of racing 
and adrenaline sports. 
"I’m going to celebrate 
him, and I’m going to cel¬ 
ebrate everything that 
he represented about 
the celebration of life 
and the love of pushing 
life to its edge because 
there are individuals on 
this planet that can’t live 
otherwise, they can’t live 
ordinary lives cooped up 
hiding from danger and 
I’m one of those people 
and he was one of those 
people,” she said. 

"Fast & Furious 7," also 
known as "Furious 7,” 
opens in the United States 
on April 3 and in China on 
April 12.Q 


Put me in: Craig T. Nelson 
returning as Coach Fox in sequel 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Craig 
T. Nelson is getting back 
in the coaching game for 
NBC. 

The network said that it 
has ordered 13 episodes 
of a sequel to the 1989-97 
ABC sitcom “Coach” that 
starred Nelson as Hayden 
Fox, head coach of a col¬ 
lege football team. 

In the new series, nearly 20 
years have passed and Fox 
has retired from coaching, 
NBC said Thursday. That’s 
until he's called in to serve 
as assistant coach to his 
grown son, the new head 
coach at an Ivy League 
school in Pennsylvania. 
Barry Kemp, who created 
the previous series, will 
write and serve as execu¬ 
tive producer. Details on 
other casting for the sequel 
or an air date weren’t an¬ 
nounced. 

Nelson hasn't been away 
from TV. He co-starred in 
“Parenthood," which just 
wrapped a six-year run on 
NBC.Q 



Actor Craig T. Nelson holds up his Emmy statuette at the 44th 
Annual Primetime Emmy Awards in Pasadena, Calif., in this 
Aug. 31,1992 file photo. Associated Press 


Obama talks drug 
war with ‘The Wire’ 
creator David Simon 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Talk 
of overhauling the crimi¬ 
nal justice system is serious 
business — but before div¬ 
ing into the subject. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama had 
something else he wanted 
to say. 

Obama told David Simon, 
creator of the acclaimed 
HBO series “The Wire,” that 
he was a huge fan of the 
program about life in drug- 
plagued Baltimore. 

Obama and Simon sat 
down this week at the 
White House for a 12-min- 
ute discussion about the 
need to reduce the in¬ 
carceration of nonviolent 
drug offenders and steps 
to make cities safer. A vid¬ 
eo of their conversation 
was played at Thursday’s 


Bipartisan Criminal Justice 
Summit in Washington. 
Obama said “The Wire" 
wasn't just one of the 
greatest TV shows ever. He 
called it one of the great¬ 
est “pieces of art" in the 
last couple of decades. 
The president said people 
looking for solutions to the 
drug war need to “human¬ 
ize what so often, on the lo¬ 
cal news, is just a bunch of 
shadowy characters and 
tell their stories.” 

“That's where the work 
you’ve done has been so 
important,” Obama told 
Simon. 

Obama once again paid 
tribute to his favorite “Wire” 
character: Omar Little, a 
stick-up man who targets 
drug dealers.^ 
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Bill Clinton’s ‘flaws’ the subject of off-Broadway musical 



In this image released by JT-Pr, from left, Tom Galantich, as Bill Clinton, Kerry Butler, as Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Duke Lafoon as Billy Clinton, appear during a performance of “Clinton the 
Musical.” 

Associated Press 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Clin¬ 
tons are going back to the 
White House this spring — 
onstage, that is. 

“Clinton the Musical,” the 
brainchild of two Austra¬ 
lian brothers, makes its off- 
Broadway debut in April 
with a hysterical premise 
and a gentle look back at 
the ‘90s. 

The play celebrates the first 
baby-boomer president 
— the one who preferred 
briefs to boxers, played a 
sax on national TV, pre¬ 
sided over an economic 
boom and got himself im¬ 
peached. 

“The thing that endeared 
Bill Clinton and continues 
to endear him to the Amer¬ 
ican public is that he was 
a very identifiable human 
being,” said Paul Hodge, 
who wrote the music and 
lyrics and co-wrote the 
story. “He was clearly hu¬ 
man and he had flaws like 
everyone.” 

The cast of characters in¬ 
cludes Dick Morris, Newt 
Gingrich, Monica Lewinsky 
and former Clinton special 
prosecutor Kenneth Starr, 
who sings “A Starr Is Born" 
and “Sexual Relations." 
There’s a dancing press 
corps and music that takes 
you back to Celine Dion, 
Hanson and the Spice Girls. 
“It really does its job of tak¬ 


ing down America and up¬ 
lifting it at the same time, in 
a weird sort of way,” said 
Dan Knechtges, the Tony 
Award-nominated direc¬ 
tor and choreographer. 
“Nothing is sacred.” 

Two men will play the 42nd 
president — one a whole¬ 
some, intelligent Clinton, 
and another a randy, 
rogue one (Tom Galantich 
and Duke Lafoon share the 
task.) Only Hillary can see 
both. 

That bifurcated idea was 
first proposed by Michael 
Hodge, Paul’s older broth¬ 
er, a lawyer in Australia, 
who co-wrote the story 
and now consults daily with 
his brother via Skype on 
last-minute changes. 

“It seemed like a good 
device to sum up a very 
complicated man but also 
something that had a lot 
of opportunity for humor, 
and also something that 
allowed us to tell a story 
that everyone knows in 
way that they don’t know,” 
said Paul Hodge, a Ph.D. 
candidate in musical com¬ 
position at the University of 
Queensland. 

Kerry Butler, the Tony 
Award-nominated star of 
“Xanadu,” will play Hillary 
Rodham Clinton just as the 
former secretary of state 
debates whether to run 
her own presidential cam¬ 
paign in 2016. 


The Hodge brothers kept 
an eye on Hillary Clinton's 
career as they wrote the 
show, reworking her part 
and throwing in topical hu¬ 
mor, like jokes about her 
email. 

“That’s part of the fun of 
doing something that's 
set in the past where peo¬ 
ple know what's going to 
happen in the future but 
the characters in the past 
don't know what's going to 
happen,” said Paul Hodge, 
27. “That’s an opportunity 
for comedy.” 

The show was first present¬ 
ed in a shortened form at 
The Edinburgh Fringe Fes¬ 
tival in 2012, before play¬ 


ing the New York Musical 
Theater Festival last year. 
It opens off-Broadway at 
New World Stages on April 
9. 

The Hodge brothers have 
been adding and shap¬ 
ing the show, and only 
two songs remain from the 
fringe show. Characters 
have also been deepened. 
“There was not enough 
Ken Starr. You can never 
get enough Ken Starr,” Paul 
Hodge joked. 

Bill Clinton’s tenure was 
highlighted by a failed 
health care reform plan 
and record budget sur¬ 
pluses. He faced constant 
scandals, capped by an 


affair with a White House 
intern that made him just 
the second president to be 
impeached. 

The show notes that the 
Clinton presidency also co¬ 
incided with the start of the 
cable boom and the 24- 
hour news cycle, develop¬ 
ments that have buffeted 
the leaders who follow. 

“I think it was a time when 
the distance between the 
public and the presidency 
evaporated,” said Paul 
Hodge, whose humor is 
rooted in shows like “The 
Simpsons,” "30 Rock,” "Ar¬ 
rested Development” and 
“The Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt.’O 



American actress and star of the horror film “It Follows” Maika 
Monroe poses for a portrait on Wednesday, March 25, 2015 in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

ALICIA Rancilio just four theaters, the indie 

Associated Press horror movie “It Follows" is 

NEW YORK (AP) — Two getting a wide release this 
weeks after opening in weekend. 


Indie horror movie ‘It Follows’ 
gets wide theater release 


The film has been getting 
positive reviews for its origi¬ 
nality, paranoia-inducing 
scenes and lack of a typi¬ 
cal villain. 

“The movie starts out with 
my character, Jay, and 
her boyfriend having this 
sexual encounter. She soon 
realizes that he has passed 
something on to her, this 
thing, whatever we want to 
call it, that’s haunting her, 
and the only way to get rid 
of it is to pass it on,” actress 
Maika Monroe, 21, said in a 
recent interview. 

Director David Robert 
Mitchell came up with the 
film’s premise from recur¬ 


ring nightmares he had as 
a child, she said. 

“It was this consistent dream 
that he had of this thing fol¬ 
lowing him, and sometimes 
it would come as a family 
member or someone that 
he recognized that he’s 
never seen,” she said. “And 
it just stuck with him, and 
there's something so terri¬ 
fying about a consistency 
that it never will go away.” 
Monroe said she's aware 
that when horror movies 
aren’t done right, they're 
ridiculous. 

“The only way to make it 
believable or draw the au¬ 
dience in for a film like this 


is making it as real as pos¬ 
sible, so that was my goal.” 
Monroe said she wore 
headphones to try to stay 
in the mindset where, “’OK, 
you need to cry. That emo¬ 
tion is right there,’ but it's 
really hard,” she laughed. 
“It’s very draining. By the 
end of the day you’re like, 
‘Oh, my gosh, I just cried 
everything out.’" 

Would she be interested in 
doing a sequel? 

“I would definitely be inter¬ 
ested. I would love to work 
with David again,” she 
said. “He's one of the most 
incredible directors and 
definitely going places.”□ 
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This Snookered Isle 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2015 New York Times 

The 2016 election is still 19 mind- 
numbing, soul-killing months 
away. There is, however, an¬ 
other important election in just 
six weeks, as Britain goes to the 
polls. And many of the same is¬ 
sues are on the table. 
Unfortunately, economic dis¬ 
course in Britain is dominated 
by a misleading fixation on 
budget deficits. Worse, this bo¬ 
gus narrative has infected sup¬ 
posedly objective reporting; 
media organizations routinely 
present as fact propositions 
that are contentious if not just 
plain wrong. 

Needless to say, Britain isn’t the 
only place where things like this 
happen. A few years ago, at 
the height of our own deficit fe¬ 
tishism, the American news me¬ 
dia showed some of the same 
vices. Allegedly factual articles 
would declare that debt fears 
were driving up interest rates 
with zero evidence to support 
such claims. Reporters would 
drop all pretense of neutrality 
and cheer on proposals for en¬ 
titlement cuts. 

In the United States, however, 
we seem to have gotten past 
that. Britain hasn’t. 

The narrative I’m talking about 
goes like this: In the years be¬ 
fore the financial crisis, the Brit¬ 
ish government borrowed irre¬ 
sponsibly, so that the country 
was living far beyond its means. 
As a result, by 2010 Britain was 
at imminent risk of a Greek-style 
crisis; austerity policies, slashing 
spending in particular, were es¬ 
sential. And this turn to auster¬ 
ity is vindicated by Britain’s low 
borrowing costs, coupled with 
the fact that the economy, af¬ 
ter several rough years, is now 
growing quite quickly. 

Simon Wren-Lewis of Oxford 
University has dubbed this nar¬ 
rative “mediamacro.” As his 
coinage suggests, this is what 
you hear all the time on TV and 
read in British newspapers, pre¬ 
sented not as the view of one 
side of the political debate but 
as simple fact. 

Yet none of it is true. 

Was the Labour government 
that ruled Britain before the cri¬ 
sis profligate? Nobody thought 
so at the time. In 2007, govern¬ 
ment debt as a percentage of 
GDP was close to its lowest lev¬ 
el in a century (and well below 
the level in the United States), 
while the budget deficit was 
quite small. The only way to 
make those numbers look bad 
is to claim that the British econ¬ 
omy in 2007 was operating far 
above capacity, inflating tax 
receipts. But if that had been 


true, Britain should have been 
experiencing high inflation, 
which it wasn’t. 

Still, wasn’t Britain at risk of a 
Greek-style crisis, in which in¬ 
vestors could lose confidence 
in its bonds and send interest 
rates soaring? There’s no rea¬ 
son to think so. Unlike Greece, 
Britain has retained its own 
currency and borrows in that 
currency - and no country fit¬ 
ting this description has ex¬ 
perienced that kind of crisis. 
Consider the case of Japan, 
which has far bigger debt and 
deficits than Britain ever did yet 
can currently borrow long-term 
at an interest rate of just 0.32 
percent. 

Which brings me to claims that 
austerity has been vindicated. 
Yes, British interest rates have 
stayed low. So have almost 
everyone else’s. For example, 
French borrowing costs are 
at their lowest level in history. 
Even debt-crisis countries like 
Italy and Spain can borrow at 
lower rates than Britain pays. 
What about growth? When 
the current British government 
came to power in 2010, it im¬ 
posed harsh austerity - and the 
British economy, which had 
been recovering from the 2008 
slump, soon began slumping 
again. In response. Prime Min¬ 
ister David Cameron’s govern¬ 
ment backed off, putting plans 
for further austerity on hold (but 
without admitting that it was 
doing any such thing). And 
growth resumed. 

If this counts as a policy suc¬ 
cess, why not try repeatedly 
hitting yourself in the face for a 
few minutes? After all, it will feel 
great when you stop. 

Given all this, you might won¬ 
der how mediamacro gained 
such a hold on British discourse. 
Don’t blame economists. As 
Wren-Lewis points out, very few 
British academics (as opposed 
to economists employed by 
the financial industry) accept 
the proposition that austerity 
has been vindicated. This me¬ 
dia orthodoxy has become en¬ 
trenched despite, not because 
of, what serious economists 
had to say. 

Still, you can say the same 
of Bowles-Simpsonism in the 
United States, and we know 
how that doctrine temporarily 
came to hold so much sway. It 
was all about posturing, about 
influential people believing 
that pontificating about the 
need to make sacrifices - or, 
actually, for other people to 
make sacrifices - is how you 
sound wise and serious. Hence 
the preference for a narrative 
prioritizing tough talk about 
deficits, not hard thinking 
about job creation. 

As I said, in the United States 
we have mainly gotten past 
that, for a variety of reasons 
- among them, I suspect, the 
rise of analytical journalism, in 
places like The Times’ The Up¬ 
shot. But Britain hasn’t; an elec¬ 
tion that should be about real 
problems will, all too likely, be 
dominated by mediamacro 
fantasiesQ 
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Governor Jindal’s Implosion 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2015 New York Times 

What happened to Bobby 
Jindal? 

He was the next wave of Re¬ 
publican. He was young and 
smart - a Rhodes scholar. He 
was the son of immigrants and 
the first Indian-American gov¬ 
ernor in this country’s history. 

He had even bounced back 
from his disastrous rebuttal to 
President Barack Obama’s 
first State of the Union address. 
(Personally, I thought that his 
claim of having participated in 
an exorcism performed on his 
friend in college would have 
been more of an issue than it 
was, but that was just me.) 
Jindal had all the right rhetoric. 
He told Cal Thomas of Shreve¬ 
port’s The Times: “As Republi¬ 
cans we don’t need to obsess 
about our opponents, we don’t 
need to define ourselves in op¬ 
position to our opponents. Let 
[Democrats] look backward; 
we need to look forward.” 

In 2013, he demanded that the 
GOP “stop being the stupid 
party.” 

Jindal was the brainy Moses 
coming to deliver his people 
from the bondage of inanity. 
But that was then. 

Now, Jindal has gone from 
being one of the most popu¬ 
lar governors in the country to 
one of the least popular. 

In the latest CNN/ORC poll of 
Republicans and indepen¬ 
dents who lean Republican, 
only 1 percent said that he 


was the candidate they would 
most likely support for the Re¬ 
publican nomination. Even 
“none/no one” got 6 percent. 
And in a desperate attempt at 
relevancy - and press - he has 
lately been sliding further into 
Islamic hysteria. 

In January, he caused a con¬ 
troversy by claiming that parts 
of Europe were “no-go zones” 
because of Muslim extremists. 
Jindal said that there were cit¬ 
ies “where non-Muslims simply 
don’t go in,” like Birmingham 
in Britain. Prime Minister David 
Cameron said in response: 
“When I heard this, frankly, I 
choked on my porridge and I 
thought it must be April Fools’ 
Day. This guy is clearly a com¬ 
plete idiot.” 

That hasn’t stopped Jindal. 
Last week on Fox News, he set 
about defending his statement 
that America “shouldn’t toler¬ 
ate those who want to come 
and try to impose some vari¬ 
ant, or some version, of Shariah 
law.” But he went so far as to 
say of prospective immigrants: 
“In America we want people 
who want to be Americans. 
We want people who want to 
come here. We don’t say, ‘You 
have to adopt our creed, or 
any particular creed,’ but we 
do say, ‘If you come here, you 
need to believe in American 
exceptionalism.’” 

What? Where is that written? 

I can’t find this “need to be¬ 
lieve in American exceptional¬ 
ism” anywhere in the Immigra¬ 
tion and Nationality Act. Isn’t 
American exceptionalism itself 
a creed? 

The smart-on-paper Jindal in¬ 
creasingly comes across as 
nuttier than a piece of praline. 
On Friday, Robert Mann, a col¬ 
umnist at The Times-Picayune 
in New Orleans, called for 
Jindal’s resignation, citing all of 
the problems in the state that 
the governor isn’t focusing on 
as he tries to gin up a greater 
national profile: 

“We have some of the nation’s 
highest poverty and worst 
health outcomes and you’ve 


done little to address them. 
Baton Rouge, your hometown, 
has the nation’s second-high¬ 
est HIV rate (New Orleans is 
fourth), but you’ve done noth¬ 
ing to address that crisis. What 
you have done is hollow out 
higher education and inject 
needless confusion and rancor 
into the state’s elementary and 
secondary education system. 
Meanwhile, the state’s health 
care system is a fractured, 
dysfunctional mess under your 
privatization schemes. Now, 
you’ve outsourced the state’s 
tax policy to Grover Norquist of 
Americans for Tax Reform.” 
Louisiana’s fiscal picture is dire. 
As Politico reported in Febru¬ 
ary: 

“Jindal is preparing a budget 
to close a $1.6 billion shortfall in 
Louisiana, a particularly daunt¬ 
ing task after the $400 million 
in additional money he had to 
scare up to fill a budget gap 
for the current year. The presi¬ 
dent of Louisiana State Univer¬ 
sity said earlier this month that 
the state’s flagship school is 
preparing for a 40 percent cut 
in its operating budget next 
year.” 

In fact. The Times-Picayune re¬ 
ported in January that “Gov. 
Bobby Jindal’s administration 
said Louisiana’s colleges and 
universities should be prepared 
to sustain anywhere from $200 
million to $300 million in cuts 
during the 2015-16 school 
year.” 

But in February, Jindal strained 
credulity, claiming, “The total 
higher education budget, in¬ 
cluding means of total finance 
- is actually a little bit, just slight¬ 
ly, higher than when I took of¬ 
fice.” The Washington Post’s 
Fact Checker blog quickly 
smacked that down, awarding 
Jindal three Pinocchios. 

Jindal has made a mess of 
Louisiana and wrecked his 
reputation in the process. His 
odds of becoming president of 
the United States have shrunk 
to nil. Sometimes what looks 
good on paper is a disaster in 
practice.□ 
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MICHELE 

WATCHES 


Pick an Egg and you could 

WIN A WATCH! 

Present this invitation 
at one of our stores 

for your chance to win a 
Michele Jellybean watch! 
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Easter Promotion: Win a Watch 
at Little Switzerland! 




ORANJESTAD - For the fourth 
year in a row Little Switzer¬ 
land together with Michele 
watches celebrate Easter 
with a Watch giveaway 
campaign. It's very easy 
to participate, simply take 
the invitation with you (THE 
ADVERTISEMENT PRINTED 
ABOVE), pick an Egg at the 
Michele counter and you 
could win a Michele Jelly¬ 
bean Watch! 

Little Switzerland Aruba has 
three stores participating in 
this wonderful campaign: 
its Flagship store in the Roy¬ 
al Plaza Mall, Oranjestad. 


At the Occidental Resort 
and another store located 
in the Lobby of the Holiday 
Inn. This Easter promotion 
runs from March 23rd until 
April 4th. 

This campaign also cel¬ 
ebrates the Launch of the 
Tahitian Jelly Beans by 
Michele 2015 collection, 
which features a dose of 
playful luxury in an irresist¬ 
ible range of colors. With 
a chronograph movement 
and a sporty strap and be¬ 
zel, these timepieces are as 
undeniably fun as they are 
luxurious. □ 
































